
     Compatriots, Tonightôs 

meeting was a special time 

for me.  One of the more 

pleasurable aspects of being 

Commander is recognizing 

and presenting awards to 

some of our members.  

Receiving his second Gold 

Cross was Marc Robinson 

who has done much for the 

betterment of our Camp.  

While we missed seeing 

Gary Williams, who is 

recovering from a stroke, he 

will be presented with a 

Gold Cross also.  We also 

honored Dwight Franklin 

with a Silver Cross as well 

as being instrumental in the 

Camp receiving a 3rd Place 

for Best Newsletter.  Our 

Camp was also honored as 

one of only 4 Outstanding 

Best Camps in the Division.  

Congratulations to all those 

members who were 

responsible for making this 

award possible. 

     I was most humbled and 

surprised to also find in the 

envelope that was mailed to 

me with the awards, a 

Bronze Cross certificate 

with pin that had my name 

on it.  I would like to thank 

Marc and Dan for their 

nomination for this award.  

I will try to be worthy of it.  

There are many of our 

members who might not 

receive an award but still, 

they devote much of their 

time and talents to 

working behind the 

scenes for the Camp.  

When I think of such 

compatriots, Dan Dyer 

readily comes to mind.  

Also, Frank Moore who 

mows and cleans up our 

plaza and recently 

removed some large 

shrubbery hiding one of 

the red brick columns at 

the John H. Reagan home 

place.  Thanks guys for 

all that you do!   

     Presenting tonightôs 

program on Robert E. 

Lee and the Post War 

Years, was compatriot 

Frank Crisp of W. W. 

Heartsill Camp 2042 in 

Marshall, Texas.  We 

learned many interesting 

things on Leeôs life from 

April 9, 1865 up to his 

death on October 12, 

1870.  I was especially 

surprised that in 1870 a 

13 year old boy named 

Woodrow Wilson found 

himself standing next to 

General Lee shortly 

before Leeôs death that 

year.  We have had some 

very interesting programs 

this year and you wonôt 

want to miss next 

monthôs program.   

Speaking of next month, 

we will me at the First 
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CAMP  MEETINGS  
 

3rd Tuesday of Each Month   
06:30 PM 

Snacks and drinks served  
at each meeting. 

First Christian Church 
113 East Crawford Street 

Palestine, Texas 
 

Turn north on N. Sycamore St. off of 
Spring St. (Hwy 19, 84,& 287)(across 
from UP train station)  travel three 
blocks, turn right on Crawford St., 

go one block Church is on left 
 

Guests are welcome! 
Bring the family. 

INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

John H. Reagan 
 About 1863 

Oct 8, 1818 ð March 6, 1905 

Post Master General of the 
Confederate States of America 

Secretary of the Treasury CSA 

U. S. Senator from Texas 

U. S. Rep. from Texas 

District Judge 

Texas State Representative  

First Chairman - Railroad 
Commission of Texas 

A Founder and President of the 
Texas State Historical Association 

Congregational 

Methodist Church in 

Elkhart.  This is the first 

church on the left as you 

come into Elkhart from 

the north.  I hope to see 

everyone there.  Till next 

month,        

 

Deo Vindice!      

Charles Steen 

John H. Reagan Camp 

Commander 
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July 13-17  -  SCV National Reunion  Richardson, Tx                                     
 more into at scv2016.org 

July 19  -  July Reagan Camp Meeting will be held at 
 the Elkhart Congregational Methodist Church 
 on Hwy 287 North in Elkhart. 

Aug 16  -  August Reagan Camp Meeting 

Sept  20  -  Sept Reagan Camp Meeting 

Oct 17  -  October Reagan Camp Meeting 

Nov 15  -  November Reagan Camp Meeting 

Dec 20  -  December Reagan Camp Meeting 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

òDUTY  IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD  IN  OUR 

LANGUAGE. DO YOUR DUTY  IN  ALL THINGS. 

YOU  CANNOT  DO  MORE. YOU  SHOULD 

NEVER WISH TO  DO  LESS.ó 

 

-GENERAL  

ROBERT E. LEE- 
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òNOTHING  FILLS ME WITH  DEEPER SADNESS THAN  TO  

SEE A SOUTHERN  MAN  APOLOGIZING  FOR THE DEFENSE 

WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO 

JUST, SO SACRED, THAT  HAD  I KNOWN  ALL THAT  HAS 

COME TO  PASS, HAD  I KNOWN  WHAT  WAS TO  BE 

INFLICTED UPON  ME, ALL THAT  MY COUNTRY  WAS TO  

SUFFER, ALL THAT  OUR POSTERITY WAS TO  ENDURE, I 

WOULD  DO  IT ALL OVER AGAIN.ó 

 

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS- 

    Prayer List 
¶ Adjutant  Dan Dyer 

¶ Former Chaplain Ed Furman 

¶ Past Cmdr. Ronnie Hatfield 

¶ Former Chaplain Rod Skelton  & his wife, Nancy 

¶ 1st Lt.  Gary Williams 

¶ Past Davis/Reagan UDC Pres. Dollye Jeffus 

¶ Lynn Gibson (Sgt at Arms Gary Gibsonõs Wife) 

¶ United Daughters of the Confederacy 

¶ The Soverign State of Texas 

¶ The United States of America 

¶ The Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Above: Reagan Campôs battle flag and sign displayed 
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty 

Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine. 
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 The June meeting had 18 in attendance, and we had a 
great meal.  We had home made chicken & dumplings, 
pinto beans with ham and cornbread, 5 different pizzas, 
fresh garden tomatoes, fresh cucumbers, cheesecake and 
blue bell ice cream.  We would like to thank Stuart 
Whitaker, Sam Hanks, David Franklin, Doug Smith, and 
Dwight Franklin for supplying the food for the meeting.   
It was very good. 

At right: Guest speaker Frank 
Crisp visits with Marc 
Robinson before giving his 
historical presentation on òLee, 
& the Post War Yearsó.  

At left: David Franklinõs 
grandsons, Callyn and 
Cameron, attended the 
June meeting with him.  
They are being brought up 
with a good education of 
the true history of the 
Confederacy. 



JUNE  H ISTORICAL  PROGRAM  

òROBERT  E. LEE & THE  POST W AR  Y EARSó 
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 Frank Crisp, of the W.W. Heartsill Camp #2042 in Marshall, Texas, 
was the guest speaker at the June monthly meeting.   His program was 
from the book, òLee: The Last Yearsó by Charles Bracelen Flood.     
Frank gave many accounts from the book that told of  just how great a 
man Robert E. Lee was and how much he was respected from both his 
troops as well as civilians in the north and south.    A few of these 
accounts are listed below. 

On April 12th, just 3 days after the surrender at Appomattox, Lee 
began riding back to his family in Richmond.  This was not a normal  

ride with normal scenery.   You must remember that Lee was riding through an area that was destroyed by war.   
There were dead horses, dead bodies, burned fields, burned homes and devastation everywhere.   This was the same 
area that had gone through years of war, and it looked like the war zone that it had been. Lee had thee unmarried 
daughters and three sons who were unemployed who were needing his assistance.   The ride from Appomattox to 
Richmond was about 100 miles, but he arrived in Richmond on April 15th, just three days after he had left 
Appomattox. Lee was later asked to take the oath to the United States.  He said that he would have to see their 
intention before he would be able to sign it.    This showed that Lee was not a man who would just go along to get 
along. He was a man of high morals and high values. 

On May 29, 1865, Robert E. Lee was indicted for treason.  He had a confederate veteran come to his house who said 
he had heard of the indictment.   He offered to take Robert E. Lee to the Blue Ridge Mountains and hide him out 
where no one would ever be able to find him.  Lee refused to run and hide.  Just another story that tells of the 
character of Robert E. Lee.   When General Grant heard about the indictment, he informed the President that he 
would resign if Lee was arrested and if the indictments against Lee were not dropped. They were dropped. This 
showed how much respect General Grant had for General Robert E. Lee. 

On October 2, 1865, Lee was elected president of Washington College without him having any knowledge about 
them meeting to even consider it.  The pay was $1,500 per year.  He accepted the position. His first request was that 
the college build a chapel, and they did.  Lee was a very devout Christian man, and it was very important to him that 
there be a chapel for those on the college campus to be able to worship. As classes got under way in October, Lee 
made a point of meeting every student in the college.  Only fifty had been on hand when he was inaugurated; drawn 
by the knowledge that he was in Lexington, a few more arrived each day from different parts of the South, until a 
hundred and forty were enrolled.     

Lee was not one to just try to live off of his name.  He was offered $10,000 dollars by a salesman if he would just give 
them permission to use his name.  He refused and said that he could not take money for services that he had not 
rendered.   

 In one meeting with Lee in his office, confederate veterans did not always know whether they were talking to the 
college president or the general.  Speaking freely to Lee of his plans, one of them said, òI am so impatient to make up 
for the time I lost in the army ñó He got no further, because Lee turned red and his deep voice said loudly, òMister 
Humphreys!  However long you live and whatever you accomplish, you will find that the time you spent in the 
Confederate army was the most profitably spent portion of your life.  Never again speak of having lost time in the 
army.ó  

It would be nice if the historians would tell the true history when they tell of the history of Robert E. Lee.  If they 
would do so, then people would understand that he was loved by not just southerners, but by many northerners too.  


