
Compatriots, I hope you 

remembered to fly your 

flag on Confederate Flag 

Day on March 5th.  As I 

was hanging our my own 

flag my neighbor from 

across the street 

approached to voice his 

approval.  He also is a 

descendant of a proud 

confederate veteran but 

does not belong to any 

camp of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans.  

He was under the 

misconception that to 

belong and participate, a 

uniform was required.  

After assuring him that 

was not a requirement, 

and inviting him to our 

March meeting, I am 

hopeful of a new member 

soon.  You never know 

when you will have an 

opportunity to recruit a 

new compatriot to our 

camp.  Membership is 

everyoneôs obligation.  

Iôm very proud of my 

three ancestors who 

fought and luckily 

survived the war. 

Many of you do not 

know that in addition 

to my membership in 

the SCV, I am also a 

long time Freemason 

and a member of 

Palestine Masonic 

Lodge No. 31, A.F. & 

A.M.  Each month I co-

author a newsletter to 

our 200+ members and 

for the month of March 

2016, I featured on the 

front cover a fantastic 

photo of General John 

Bell Hood and of his 

ties to the City of 

Palestine.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reagan by the time the 

war started, had     
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from UP train station)  travel three 
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go one block Church is on left 
 

Guests are welcome! 
Bring the family. 
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Confederate States of America 

Secretary of the Treasury CSA 

U. S. Senator from Texas 

U. S. Rep. from Texas 

District Judge 

Texas State Representative  

First Chairman - Railroad 
Commission of Texas 

A Founder and President of the 
Texas State Historical Association 

already    served    

Palestine   Masonic 

Lodge  No.  31  as  its 

Master  for  two  years 

and   was   a   leading 

force in the lodge.  

Using his influence, he 

was able to convince 

the masons to host a 

magnificent ballroom 

dance during the war 

in which General 

Hood attended. 
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This gala gathering was held in the Masonic hall on East Lacy Street 

which at that time was known as the Rusk highway.  Throughout the 

war both Reagan and Hoodôs friendship and admiration only 

intensified as evidenced by Reaganôs own words, ñI would rather 

have been able to say that I had been a worthy member of Hoodôs 

Texas Brigade than to have enjoyed all of the honors which have 

been conferred upon me.  I doubt if there has ever been a Brigade or 

other military organization in the history of the world, that equaled it 

in the heroic valor and self-sacrificing of its members and in the 

brilliancy of its services.ò 

After the war, Hood would remain in close communication with 

Reagan and came to Palestine in the summer of 1866 to surprise his 

old friend with a visit.  Unaware of Hoodôs arrival, John Reagan had 

hitched up his wagon and came to town with some farm tools for 

with a visit.  Unaware of Hoodôs arrival, John Reagan had hitched up his wagon and came to town with 

some farm tools for repair.  Upon arriving on the courthouse square, he spied his friend and they quickly 

engaged in a conversation reminiscing about the war.  Embarrassed as to not having his home in suitable 

condition to host Hood during his stay in Palestine, Reagan expressed his regrets whereupon the General 

replied, ñI am going anyhow,ò and the two men spent several days visiting and reliving the war.  

Texas sent many men to fight in the 

War of Northern Aggression.  One of 

those men from Houston County was 

First Sergeant Russell C. Mitchell.  He 

was wounded at Antietam in February 

1863 and sent to a hospital in Atlanta.  

He first hand witnessed the evacuation 

of Atlanta and the burning of that great 

city and these experiences he told to his 

grand-daughter, Margaret Mitchell who 

authored a book entitled, Gone With 

The Wind.  Made into a movie in 1939, 

it is beloved to this day and is my most 

favorite movie.  So you can see, history 

is all around us.  We just need to look 

and embrace our heritage and be 

thankful that we are part of a history 

and culture that sought to protect the 

constitution of the United States.  

               Charles 

   



April 2  -  Camp Ford Living History Day 10am-4pm 

April 16  -  Confederate Veterans Memorial Day 
 Ceremony in Montgomery, Tx.   
 (for info email Frank Johnson at fjohnson@wtd.net)  

April 16 - 17th  -  22nd Annual Civil War Living           
 History & Reenactment                                        
 Confederate Reunion Grounds, Mexia                                        
(for info call 254-472-0959 or email julianna.lindsay@thc.state.tx.us) 

April 19th  -  April Reagan Camp Meeting 

May 17  -  May Reagan Camp Meeting 

June  3-5  -  2016 State SCV Reunion 

June 21  -  June Reagan Camp Meeting 

July 13-17  -  SCV National Reunion  Richardson, Tx                                     
 more into at scv2016.org 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

òDUTY  IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD  IN  OUR 

LANGUAGE. DO YOUR DUTY  IN  ALL THINGS. 

YOU  CANNOT  DO  MORE. YOU  SHOULD 

NEVER WISH TO  DO  LESS.ó 

 

-GENERAL  

ROBERT E. LEE- 
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òNOTHING  FILLS ME WITH  DEEPER SADNESS THAN  TO  

SEE A SOUTHERN  MAN  APOLOGIZING  FOR THE DEFENSE 

WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO 

JUST, SO SACRED, THAT  HAD  I KNOWN  ALL THAT  HAS 

COME TO  PASS, HAD  I KNOWN  WHAT  WAS TO  BE 

INFLICTED UPON  ME, ALL THAT  MY COUNTRY  WAS TO  

SUFFER, ALL THAT  OUR POSTERITY WAS TO  ENDURE, I 

WOULD  DO  IT ALL OVER AGAIN.ó 

 

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS- 

    Prayer List 
¶ Adjutant  Dan Dyer 

¶ Former Chaplain Ed Furman 

¶ Past Cmdr. Ronnie Hatfield 

¶ Former Chaplain Rod Skelton  & his wife, Nancy 

¶ 1st Lt.  Gary Williams 

¶ Past Davis/Reagan UDC Pres. Dollye Jeffus 

¶ Lynn Gibson (Sgt at Arms Gary Gibsonõs Wife) 

¶ United Daughters of the Confederacy 

¶ The Soverign State of Texas 

¶ The United States of America 

¶ The Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Above: Reagan Campôs battle flag and sign displayed 
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty 

Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine. 
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The March meeting was the first meeting 
held since the time change, and it took a 
few people by surprise.   Some that were 
planning on being there were ill & some 
said the day just got away from them since 
it is getting dark later.   We still had 18 
people in attendance, and those in 
attendance had a great time.    

At left: Marc Robinson sits with new 
member, Richard Thornton. 

At Right:  Treavor P. Wardlaw is 
another new member of the John H. 
Reagan Camp. 

We want to welcome each of these men to 
the Reagan Camp & the SCV. 

We had  Italian food for our meal as we had spaghetti and 
pizza.   We also had a couple of good desserts.   After the 
meal, we were honored to have Shawn Eytcheson as our 
guest speaker.  Shawn is a retired sniper who served with 
the Rangers and Special Forces of the U.S. Army.  He 
brought the Reagan Camp a great program about snipers 
and sharpshooter comparisons between the Confederacy 
and the current military.   

We were happy to have 
Eldon Tedder (second 
from bottom) as our 
guest.  Eldon is a 
neighbor to Commander 
Charles Steen.  On 
Confederate Flag Day, 
Charles noticed that 
Eldon had a First National 
Flag flying at his house.   
This led to them talking 
about the SCV and the 
Reagan Camp.  Eldon 
said he really enjoyed the 
meet ing and wi l l 
definitely be back again. 
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The Reagan Camp had the privilege of having retired sniper, 
Shawn Eytcheson, bring the program for the month of March.    
Shawn is a retired Army Sharpshooter who served with the 
Rangers and Special Forces of the U.S. Army, and he had a huge 
amount of knowledge about long distance shooting that he 
shared with everyone in attendance.   

Shawn told us that there are many misconceptions about the 
War Between the States.   One of those is that people donõt 
realize that this was the first modern war ever fought.   He 
explained that after seeing the North and South fighting the war 
with a new type of weaponry and new military tactics, it made 
other countries have to retool their military. 

In 1862, Patrick Claybourn formed the first sharpshooter unit.   
In 1854, Joseph Whitworth in Manchester, England made the 
best muzzle loading rifle ever made according to todayõs 
shooting experts.   

Only 100 Whitworth rifles made it through the blockade to the South!   The Yankees had seized them before the 
intended Southern soldiers got the shipment.   It shot a .451 caliber round which was made of 80 percent lead and 20 
percent tin.   The barrel was 33 to 36 inches long with a 1:20 twist.   A 530 grain bullet with an 85-100 powder charge 
which would easily go through 35 wood 2 by 4s at 800 yards.   It was a very powerful rifle and deadly at great 
distances. Shawn told us the Whitworth rifle was not really a rifle, but was an artillery piece.  He also went into detail 
about some of the things that a sniper has to take into account before taking a shot.   He not only has to be able to judge 
his distance, but also he has to take into account the wind and even the rotation of the earth!  There is definitely more 
to sniping than just pulling a trigger.    

Modern snipingõs origin actually came from Great Britainõs fear of France.  And contrary to what most believe, there 
were only 10 to 15 Whitworth rifles in the C.S.A. that had scopes.  All else had open sights.  The price of $12,000 for 
a Whitworth rifle back then would be over $40,000 in todayõs money. 

 Shawn told us that the Confederate sharpshooters were professional in 
everything they did, and they were not liked by others in their camps 
since they were treated differently.   But they were treated differently, 
because they were the eyes and the ears for their commanders.  They 
were not only sharpshooters, but they were also scouts who would go 
ahead and report back.  Shawn told us that the sharpshooters would 
also provide cover if the other soldiers needed retreat from the 
Yankees.   

  Shawn told us that his own military training tactics were very similar 
to those used by the soldiers during the Civil War, and that the Civil 
War was the trend setter of how todayõs sniper is trained.  He said that 
todayõs exploding bullet concept was actually first used by the Brits in 
the Civil War.  We really appreciate Shawn for coming to the Reagan 
Camp meeting and for such a great program. 



U PCOMING  H ISTORICAL  PROGRAMS  
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The following programs have been scheduled for future Reagan Camp 

meetings: 

 

 

      April  19th  -  The Scottish Migration to  

              the South and then to Texas 

           Presented by Pat Baughman 

 

 

 

 

May  17th  -  The Great Beefsteak Raid in 1864  

 Presented by Jerry Don Watt 

 

 

 

 

      

 

     June  21st -Robert E. Lee & The Post War Years 

       Presented by Frank Crisp 

 

 


