
States of America.  With the 
devastating loss of Vicksburg, 
however, Vicksburg was no 
longer celebrating the 4th of 

July.   

Vicksburg Herald editor J. M. 

Swords, in the 1870s, 

lamented, “in old times it was 

customary to celebrate the day 

with considerable pomp and 

spread-eagle vaporing; but 

now, in this unfortunate 

section where the great natural 

rights of safety life, liberty, and 

property have been almost 

swept away by our bayonet-

rulers, but few are found to do 

the occasion 

reverence.” (https://

archive.vicksburgnews.com/

vicksburg-didnt-celebrate-the-

fourth-of-july-for-nearly-a-

century/)  

It wasn’t until the end of 

World War 2 that the citizens 

of Vicksburg found reason 

once again to celebrate 

Independence Day.  A son of 

the South, General Dwight 

Eisenhower (an ardent, open 

admirer of Robert E. Lee), 

appeared to lead in these 

celebrations.    
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 Once again, Vicksburg could 

say, “Happy Independence 

Day!” 

David Franklin– Commander 

                

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 Pictured at left is  

 Gen. Eisenhower 

 addressing the 

 crowd at Vicksburg, 

 July 4th, 1945.  

 

 

 

 

 

         LEST WE FORGET 

For Americans in July, it’s hard 
not to focus on the 4th, our 

Independence Day.  This year 
was the 250th Anniversary of the 

signing of the Declaration of 
Independence in Philadelphia.  
Vicksburg is one of the many 

cities across our nation that had a 
huge celebration this year.  But 

it was not always so. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Gen John Pemberton (above) 

In 1863, Confederate LT GEN 
John Pemberton thought that the 

Union might give the 
surrendering Confederates at 

Vicksburg more favorable terms 
if he surrendered on the 4th of 
July but of course that was not 
so.  After a 47-day siege, the 

Confederate forces surrendered 
to Union General Grant.  

Although Vicksburg’s two 
delegates to the Mississippi 

Secession Convention had voted 
against secession, its citizens 
jumped in with both feet to 

support the new Confederate 

Above: Gen. Eisenhower 
waves to crowd at 

Vicksburg. 
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The Reagan Camp will have monthly meetings on 
the 4th Tuesday of each month. Meetings will be 
held at the First Congregational Methodist Church 
of Elkhart. 

 
July 28th  -  July Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

August 25th  -  August Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
 
Sept 22nd  -  September Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 22nd  -  October Meeting 6:30 p.m.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

“DUTY IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD IN OUR 

LANGUAGE. DO YOUR DUTY IN ALL THINGS. 

YOU CANNOT DO MORE. YOU SHOULD 

NEVER WISH TO DO LESS.” 

 

-GENERAL  

ROBERT E. LEE- 
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“NOTHING FILLS ME WITH DEEPER SADNESS THAN TO 

SEE A SOUTHERN MAN APOLOGIZING FOR THE DEFENSE 

WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO 

JUST, SO SACRED, THAT HAD I KNOWN ALL THAT HAS 

COME TO PASS, HAD I KNOWN WHAT WAS TO BE 

INFLICTED UPON ME, ALL THAT MY COUNTRY WAS TO 

SUFFER, ALL THAT OUR POSTERITY WAS TO ENDURE, I 

WOULD DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN.” 

 

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS- 

    Prayer List 

• Compatriot Forrest Bradberry 

• Former Camp Commander Rudy Ray’s family 
in the passing of Rudy. 

• Compatriot Gary Gibson (he has been placed 
on hospice) 

• United Daughters of the Confederacy 

• The Sovereign State of Texas 

Above: Reagan Camp‘s battle flag and sign displayed 
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty 

Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine. 

PAGE 2 

The John H. Reagan Camp is requesting 
donations from those who would be 

willing to contribute financially to help 
keep the Confederate Heroes Memorial 

Plaza landscape manicured.   If you would 
be willing to donate, please contact Marc 

Robinson at 903-676-6069 or email 
mrobinson1836@yahoo.com 

Officers for 2026 
Cmdr. -  David Franklin 
Lt. Cmdr  -  Randy Huffman 
Adjutant/Treasurer -  Marc Robinson 
Quartermaster -  Richard Thornton 
Chaplain  -  Dwight Franklin 

This flag flies in honor and memory of  
over 1,000 Confederate veterans from 
Anderson County who marched off to 
war, one third of whom never  returned, 
and the over 500 Confederate veterans 
from all across the South who are buried 
in this county. They fought for liberty 
and independence from a tyrannical and 
oppressive government. 

Provided by the John H. Reagan Camp 
#2156, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
Www.reaganscvcamp.org 

The Battle of Gettysburg was a major three-day clash from July 1 to July 3, 
1863, in Pennsylvania. It stands as the bloodiest battle of the American Civil 
War  



Captain Edward Camden  
of  Volusia County, Florida,1917 
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Here we see a relatively fit Captain Edwin Camden, formerly 
of the Army of the Confederate States, then aged 75, of 
Volusia County, Florida, in April 1917. According to the state 
archives on 6 April 1917 “He put on his Civil War veteran’s 
uniform and tried to register for the draft on the first day of 
World War I.” 

It should be noted that his grandson reportedly had 
volunteered for service as well and was accepted. 

Note the uniform is complete with the hat device of the United 
Confederate Veterans (UCV) a veterans organization formed 
in 1888. 

Camden, born in Virginia in 1840, raised a company that later 
became Coy E, 25th Virginia (Heck’s) Infantry Regiment and, 
captured after being wounded during the Wilderness, became 
a member of a group known as the “Immortal Six Hundred” 
because they refused to take an oath of allegiance to the U.S. 
under duress.  

The article below is from the Confederate Veteran, the 
monthly magazine which became the official UCV organ, 
volume XXXI, January 1923: 

                  CAPT. EDWIN DUNCAN CAMDEN. BY ROY B. COOK, CHARLESTON, W. VA.  
 
When the war came on in 1861, the Camden family, of Braxton County, Va. (now West Virginia), was largely 
divided on the subjects involved in that fratricidal strife. John S. Camden, Sr., was long a prominent figure in 
the central western Virginia region, a member of the Virginia Assembly, and colonel of the 133rd Regiment 
Virginia Militia. Of his five sons, three were enrolled for the South. — Edwin D. Camden, William I., and L. 
D., the latter two being lieutenants of the 17th Virginia. Of the other two, Dr. Thomas B. Camden was 
imprisoned in Camp Chase, but was released upon a petition signed by all sides, and subsequently served as 
post surgeon of the Federal army at Weston ; Johnson N. Camden remained loyal to the Union, and in latter 
years became a vice president of the Standard Oil Company, United States Senator, and railroad builder. 
Richard P. Camden, an uncle of Edwin Camden, espoused the cause of the Union and was a member of the 
West Virginia legislature in 1866 as a loyal man. Another uncle, Lennox Camden, was arrested as a Southern 
sympathizer and confined in Fort Delaware in 1863. Having married into a powerful Western Virginia family, 
his release was secured, but not before his physical powers had wasted away, and he died in New York City. 
Judge Gideon D. Camden, another uncle, was a member of the Confederate Congress, and his son was a major 
in the Confederate army. 

In July, 1861, Edwin Duncan Camden recruited a company of one hundred and twenty men and marched to 
Beverly, where he was to effect a junction with a command of the Confederate army under Colonel Pegram. In 
the meantime General Rosecrans had advanced by Clarksburg and Philippi, defeating Pegram in the battle of 
Rich Mountain on July 11. The men under Camden arrived during the closing hours of this affray, participated 
in the action, during which General Garnett was killed, and retreated with the Confederates into the Valley of 
Virginia The men in his charge were mustered in as Company E, 25th Virginia Infantry, and he was 
commissioned 1st lieutenant.        - continued on the next page - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25th_Virginia_Infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immortal_Six_Hundred
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After participating in activities in 
the Valley campaigns in the latter 
part of 1861, the 25th Regiment 
became a part of the 4th Brigade, 
31st Division, under Col. J. A. 
Walker, and as such a part of the 
corps under command of the 
distinguished chieftain, Thomas J. 
Jackson. As the celebrated 
“Stonewall Brigade,” it was ever 
afterwards the most noted 
organization in the Confederate 
service, engaged in deeds and 
exploits that attracted the attention 
of the entire world. Among the 
commanders were Gen. J. M. 
Jones and Bradley T. Johnson, and  

several others no less well known.  Company E, as part of the 4th Brigade, engaged in the battle at Fort 
Republic on June 9, 1862, lost four officers and twenty-five men, and Lieutenant Camden was wounded. 
Recovering, he rejoined the company and was commissioned captain, a rank held during his period of service.  

In April, 1863, the 25th and 31st Virginia were transferred temporarily by General Lee to the command of Brig. 
Gen. John D. Imboden, to participate in the invasion of Western Virginia. During this month and May 
following, the celebrated “Imboden Raid” took place, in which Jones and Imboden advanced as far into the 
present State of West Virginia as Glenville, in Gilmer County, and Burning Strings, in Wirt County. At the 
latter place vast stores of oil were destroyed, which, as fate would have it, belonged largely to Johnson N. 
Camden, a brother of Captain Camden. The expedition was not successful in the desired purpose of securing 
recruits for the Southern cause, but did secure large numbers of cattle and supplies for the Southern army. At 
Buckhannon, Camden’s company and others lost some men by desertion, because Captain Camden lodged a 
complaint against a certain element stealing horses from the citizens without authority, need, or pay. This act, 
however, created a most favorable impression with the better element on both sides.  

Returning to Virginia and the old organization, the march was taken up to the memorable field of Gettysburg. 
Here the company, on July 1, 1S63, engaged in the storming of Culp’s Hill, and late that evening moved into 
the ” Valley of Death. ”  

During Pickett’s charge the division held a position under the murderous fire from Little Round Top. John C. 
Higginbotham, colonel commanding, on the 21st, in his report to Acting Adjutant Moore, of General Jones’s 
Brigade, speaking of the actions on the 3rd, says: “It is with pleasure that I can testify to the gallantry and skill 
of Captain (E. D.) Camden and Company E. I never saw men act better. Seventy men were lost in action.  

In May, 1864, began the series of battles of the Wilderness, which led up to the battle of Spotsylvania 
Courthouse. The 25th Virginia moved into the ” Bloody Angle” on May 10, and in the next three days followed 
such scenes of carnage as never before existed in the war. Whole companies were wiped out. Lee and Grant 
pitted their armies together in the great struggle for what was believed to be the key to Richmond. At the close 
of the affray, Captain Camden, with a shattered leg and jaw, was left on the battle field, for it was not believed 
that surgical skill then available could save his life. The Confederate forces were forced to leave large numbers 
of their wounded in the hands of the Federals, and, after many hours, Captain Camden was removed to a 
Federal hospital, later sent to Fort Delaware as a prisoner, and, in the face of what was deemed mortal injuries, 
eventually recovered. 

                  - Continued on the next page - 
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In July, 1864, it was reported in the North, but later found to have been a mistake, that Maj- Gen. Sam Jones 
had confined Federal prisoners in Charleston, S. C, under fire from the Federal batteries on Morris Island. On 
August 25, 1864, the Federal commander, General Schoeph, at Fort Delaware, sent six hundred 
commissioned Confederate officers to Morris Island, with the view in mind, it appears, of an exchange, but 
this was not done. For a time they were under fire of their own guns, and, though none were killed, they 
underwent terrible suffering; a number died, and their other experiences are recounted in book and poem as 
the “Immortal Six Hundred” of the War between the States. Among those from the interior of present West 
Virginia were: Lieut. T. Tussie, 25th Virginia, Weston, W. Va.; Capt. E. D. Camden, 25th Virginia, Sutton, 
W. Va.; Capt. T. J. Berry, Bulltown, W. Va., and some fifteen others from other sections of the State. 

From Fort Delaware they were transported in August, huddled together on a small steamship called the 
Crescent, guarded by one hundred Ohio militiamen. Arriving at Morris Island, and failing in exchange, at 
times shells from batteries on the Island, Wagner’s, and Forts Moultrie and Sumter were passing over them. 
Forty-five days later they were sent to Fort Pulaski; later to Hilton Head, and then back to Fort Delaware. 

From this point those who would take the oath of allegiance to the United States were sent to New York and 
released. Others who refused were sent to Richmond in exchange for a like number of Federal prisoners. The 
term of imprisonment was marked by many happenings, one of which had both a tragic and amusing aspect. 
At Hilton Head an effort was made to escape. By raising a bunk in a section occupied by Captain Camden, a 
hole was made in the floor and, after a long period of hard work, a hole was made down and under the wall. 
All arrangements were made for a trip to liberty, but the men inside the walls did not reckon with a moat 
filled with water surrounding the building. On the way through the basement a barrel of brown sugar was 
found, and while to us this does not mean much, to a soldier at that time it was the highest of dainties. 
Tightening belts, shirts and pockets were filled; arriving outside in the darkness, they fell into the water. 
Wading, scrambling, or swimming across as the need arose, sugar and water enshrouded them in a sticky 
syrup. The alarm was given and, with such an unusual impediment, all were caught and returned to prison. 

Upon his release from service, Captain Camden returned to the little town of Weston, W. Va., along with 
others of the brave men in gray. Among the local Federals were men with little respect for those who 
espoused the Southern cause, and it was demanded that the Confederates divest themselves of the faded and 
worn uniforms. This they refused to do, and a near riot took place, in which Maj. H. H. Withers, of the 10th 
Virginia Infantry, mounted a horse block and announced that he would shoot the first man that touched a 
Confederate soldier, an act that endeared him to both sides. 

Captain Camden died on May 13, 1922. He was the son of John S. and Nancy Newlon Camden, and was 
born in Sutton, Braxton County, Va. (now West Virginia), March 30, 1840. When the town of Sutton was 
burned by the Confederates under John S. Sprigg, on December 29, 1861, the Camden Hotel and store were 
burned, and his father and mother were forced to retire to Weston with the Federals, both dying within a few 
months from exposure on the trip. One of Captain Camden’s great-grandfathers was Maj. Frederick Sprigg, 
of the Upper Battalion, Montgomery County, Maryland Continentals; while another was a member of the 
“Flying Squadron” in the Revolution. Kinsmen fought in the war with Spain, and a grandson was in the late 
World War. As a member of the “Immortal Six Hundred,” Captain Camden was one of the honored guests at 
Confederate reunions, and was probably the last survivor of this famous group. In late years he was 
appointed as colonel on the staff of J. Thompson Brown, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia 
Department U. C. V. 
 

He is buried in Summit Cemetery, Braxton County, West Virginia, , alongside his wife. On his tombstone, he 
is recorded as being a Lt. Colonel, possibly a brevet award. 



JULY 2026 MEETING PICTURES  

 

PAGE 6 VOLUME 18, ISSUE 7 

  

 

The July meeting of the John H. Reagan Camp was 
held on July 28th at the First Congregational Methodist 
Church of Elkhart.  Everyone enjoyed a meal of fried 
chicken, pinto beans and cornbread, chips and salsa, 
tomatoes, onions, buttermilk pie, and cookies.   We 
had 9 men in attendance at this month’s meeting.  We 
were happy to have Tommy Holmes with us at the 
meeting.  

Following the meeting, Tommy presented the 
historical program on Sheriff A.J. Spradley of 
Nacogdoches. You can read more about his program on 
the following pages. 

Our next meeting will be held on August 25th.  We 
hope to see you there. 



Griswold & Gunnison 

JULY HISTORICAL PROGRAM 

SHERIFF A.J. SPRADLEY 
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Tommy Holmes presented the July historical program this month.  His program was on the life of Sheriff 
A.J. Spradley of Nacogdoches, Texas. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Jackson "John" Spradley (1853–1940) was a 

legendary Texas lawman who served as the Sheriff of 

Nacogdoches County for roughly thirty years across the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. He gained fame for 

using logic, detective skills, and trained bloodhounds 
rather than just force while solving cases. 
 

Spradley was born in Mississippi in 1853.  He was only 8 
years old when the War of Northern Aggression started, so 
he did not see time as a soldier in the war.  But he still had 

an interesting life, and Tommy shared some highlights 
from his research.  
 

Tommy’s program consisted of information that he 
learned from the book “A Texas Sheriff”. The book is a 

rare biographical book about Spradley’s life. It was 
written by Henry C. Fuller and originally published in 
1931.  

 
Tommy started off by telling us that when Spradley was in 
Mississippi, there were some neighborhood bullies that 

had a reputation for beating people up. When one of them 
decided to jump on Spradley, Spradley got the better end 
of fight. He gave the bully a good whipping.   

 
A while after this, the Hays brothers rode up on horses and 
started arguing with A.J Spradley & his brother, William.   

Jackson Hays drew a derringer and shot William Spradley in the head and killed him.  A.J. Spradley pulled 
a revolver and killed both Hays boys instantly.  After John Hays found out that it was his sons fault, he 

agreed not to press charges.  Spradley knew this might not be the end of the trouble, and he moved to 
Nacogdoches, Texas to live with an aunt and uncle.  
 

After working as a deputy for the sheriff of Nacogdoches for one year, Spradley was elected as the sheriff.  
He ended up being the sheriff for over 30 years.  
 

Tommy told us three stories out of the book that detailed specific ways that Sheriff Spradley had solved 
some murder cases.  Sometimes he used good common sense and sometimes he used bloodhounds. But it 
was known that he had a good success rate for capturing whoever he was after.  He was so good at solving 

murders that he was sought throughout the state by other Sheriff’s to help with unsolved cases.  
 
We appreciate  Tommy for coming all the way from Carthage to present his program.   



Griswold & Gunnison 

JULY CONFEDERATE VICTORY 

THE BATTLE OF SCARY CREEK 
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On July 17, 1861, Confederates won one of 

their first victories of the Civil War at the 

Battle of Scary Creek in Putnam County. 

Union forces had been dispatched to 

dislodge Confederates, who had controlled 

the Kanawha Valley since the war began 

three months earlier. On July 17, about 

1,300 Union troops under the direct 

command of Colonel John Lowe clashed at 

the mouth of Scary Creek with about 900 

Confederates under Colonel George S. Patton 

of Charleston. Patton was the grandfather of 

General George S. Patton of World War II 

fame. 

For nearly five hours, the two sides waged a heavy musket and artillery battle, 

with relatively few casualties. The Northern troops made several unsuccessful 

attempts to cross the Scary Creek bridge. After Patton was seriously wounded, 

Captain Albert Gallatin Jenkins of Cabell County took command and rallied the 

Confederates to victory. 

However, the Southerners’ success was short-lived. 

Pressed by Union successes to the north, the Confederates abandoned the 

valley two weeks later. Colonel Patton recovered from his wounds and went on 

to a distinguished career before being killed at the Third Battle of Winchester.  



TEN THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW  

ABOUT JOHN H. REAGAN  
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1. Born in Tennessee, he left in 1838 to come to Texas via Natchez, 
 Mississippi. 
 
2. He participated in the Cherokee War in 1839 and then worked as a 
 surveyor. 

3.  After statehood, he was elected first county judge of Henderson County 
 and in 1847 he became a member of Texas’ second legislature. 

4. He was reelected as Henderson County judge in 1856 and became a 
 US Congressman from East Texas. In 1859 he won reelection but 
 resigned his seat to become the Confederate Postmaster General in 
 1861. 

5. At the end of the Civil War, John H. Reagan was captured with
 Jefferson Davis on May 10, 1865 near Abbeville, Georgia. 

6. Held in solitary confinement in Boston for nearly six months, Reagan 
 appealed to the people of  Texas to recognize that they were back to 
 being a part of the Union, but it didn’t win him friends. He 
 returned to Texas in December of 1865. 

7. Reagan, who was proven right on how Texas would fare by opposing 
 reunification, became known as “The Old Roman.” He was given 
 amnesty, and his citizenship was restored. 

8. From 1875 to 1887 Reagan served in Congress before being elected to the 
 U.S. Senate. 

9. He became the first Railroad Commissioner of Texas when that body 
 was formed in 1891. 

10. Reagan ran unsuccessfully for governor in 1894 and remained chairman 
 of the Railroad Commission until 1903 when he retired and returned 
 to Palestine. He died there two years later of pneumonia. 

 



JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP 

JULY IN THE LIFE OF JOHN H. REAGAN 
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July 1, 1852--- Circular printed about the need for railroad in Texas; to     
  the people of Texas from John H. Reagan, Wm. Alexander    
  & A.E. McClure, all of Anderson County. 

  

 

 

 

July 4, 1849--Democratic .Convention held in Palestine; John H. Reagan     
  running for State Senate. 

  

 

 

  

July 23, 1878-- John H. Reagan refused Democratic nomination for Texas     
    Governorship in order to continue work on Interstate     
    Commerce Bill in US Congress. 

  

 

                                    Other important Dates 

 

  

July 6, 1911-- Dedication of John H. Reagan Monument sculpted by  
    Pompeo Coppini. 

  

 

 

 

July 6 1967-- Marker placed by Anderson County Historical Commission and    
  the John Reagan Chapter UDC at base of Reagan Monument    
  in Palestine's Reagan Park. 

  

               

 

 

 



A GREAT WAY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR ANCESTOR’S  

SERVICE AND HONOR IS NOT FORGOTTEN  
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Many Americans have forgotten that freedom isn’t free at all.  There have been hundreds of thousands 
of Americans who have willingly given their life for their country so that we could continue to have the 
rights of free men.  But there is a group of people in our country who have decided that they have the 
right to take away the rights of others, especially if those others do not agree with their agenda.   These 
people have no respect for the true history of anything that goes against what they want.   Although 
they cannot change true history, they are changing the history books and in so doing are changing what 
people are taught about the history of our country.    These people don’t care if they are dishonoring 
our Confederate ancestors.  They care nothing about our ancestor’s service.  Do you care about 
preserving your ancestor’s service?   If so, you can do so by having his service noted in the Confederate 
Veteran’s Memorial Plaza with a paver that will include his name and service information on it for only 
$50.  It will last for years and years to come and will let countless people see his name and 
information.  It is a wonderful way to give him the recognition that he deserves.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above are some pictures of some of the pavers in the plaza.  If you would like to purchase a paver for your ancestor, you can 
pick what you want to have inscribed on it.   These pictures will give you some ideas to what you might want on your paver.  



ROBERT E. LEE CALENDAR 

JULY 2026 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 July, 1855  -    to 
wife 

Any one  can 
insist, but the wise 
alone know how 

to desist. 

2     July   -          
to Fitzhugh           

You know the interest 
I take in your 
prosperity & 

advancement, which 
cannot be assured 
without earnest 

attention to your 
business on your part. 

3 July—to 
wounded Union 

soldier at 
Gettysburg. 

My son, I hope 
you will soon be 

well. 

4 July, 1863—on 
Gettysburg -  

It is all my fault, I 
thought my men 
were invincible 

5 July 1864—    to 
Mildred           I want 

to see you all very 
much.  I think of you, 
long for you, pray for 
you. It is all I can do. 
Think sometimes of 
your devoted father. 

6 undated  -  to 
Jeff Davis 

I have no 
complaints to 

make of any one 
but myself 

7 July, 1863  -           to 
wife                  I have 
heard with great grief 

Fitzhugh has been 
captured. We must 
bear this additional 

affliction with fortitude 
& resignation. 

8 July, 1849  -     to 
wife.  It is so difficult 

to regulate your 
conduct. Man’s nature 
is so selfish, so weak, 
every feeling & every 
passion urging him to 

folly, excess & sin. 

9   undated  -                  

Practice self-denial 
and self control, as 
well as the strictest 

economy in all 
financial matters. 

10   undated   -   
to Rooney                   

Let us all so live that 
we may be united in 

that world where 
there is no more 

separation, & where 
sorrow & pain never 

come. 

. 

11   undated  -    Above 
all, [the teacher] must 

be uniform, consistent, 
firm & kind in his 

conduct & teach more 
by acts than by ends. 

12 July, 1863  -  to 
wife.  We must 

expect to endure 
every injury our 

enemies can inflict 
upon us. Their 
conduct is not 

dictated by kindness 
or love. But I do not 

think we should 
follow their example 

13 July, 1863  -    to 
Jeff Davis           No 

one is more aware than 
myself of my inability 
for the duties of my 

position. I cannot even 
accomplish what I 

myself desire 

14 July, 1863  -   to 
Jeff Davis               The 
general remedy for the 

want of success in a 
military commander is 

his removal. This is 
natural, & in many 
instances, proper. 

15 July 1863   -     
to wife                     

We must implore the 
forgiveness of God for 

our sins, & the 
continuance of His 
blessings. There is 

nothing by His 
almighty power that 

can sustain us. 

16     undated  -   
to Carter               

My pay seems to 
decrease as my 

children increase. 

17 July, 1867  -   If it 
is true as taught by 

history, that greatness 
rests upon virtue, it is 

equally true that 
religion is the fountain 

& support of virtue 

18 July, 1862  -   to Jeff 
Davis                The 
whole division takes 

tone from its 
commander 

19    undated   -    The 
teacher should be the 

example to the  

20  undated   -           
Should the pupils be 
trained in obedience, 

reverence & 
truthfulness, & be 
convinced they are 

noble the main object 
will have been 

attained. 

21 July, 1861  -  to 
wife                               

All my thoughts & 
strength are given to 

the cause to which my 
life, be it long or short, 

will be devoted. 

22   undated   -     
[The teacher] 

should aim at the 
highest attainable 
proficiency & not 

at pleasing 
mediocrity.  

23   undated   -    
[The teacher] must 

study the character & 
disposition of his 
pupils & adapt his 

course of discipline to 
their peculiarities 

24   undated  -    We 
have no printed rules. 
We have buy one rule 

here [Washington 
College] & it is that 

every student must be 
a gentleman 

25 July, 1869  -  to 
wife                 May 
God bless us all & 

preserve us for the time 
when we too, must 

part, the one from the 
other, which is now 

close at hand. 

26 July, 1863  -  to 
wife                                  

How I long & pray 
that God may pardon 

my many & long 
standing sins & once 
more gather around 

me you & my children 
before I go hence & 
be no more seen. 

27 July, 1863  -  to 
Mildred                May 

God bless you my 
daughter, strew your 

path with happiness, & 
finally gather you & all 
of us to His mansions 
of bliss in heaven, is 
my daily & hourly 

prayer! 

28 July, 1862  -   to 
Mildred            I 

cannot see what you 
are proud of & advise 
you against all such 

feelings for you know 
what is said in that 
good book about a 

proud spirit. 

29 July, 1863  -      
You must endeavor to 
enjoy the pleasure of 
doing good. That is all 
that makes life 
valuable. 

30   undated  -     I 
do not care for 

display 

31   undated  -       Its 
duties [teaching] 
require love & 
comprehensive 

preparation, it should 
be regarded as among 

the most honourable & 
important professions. 
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July 2, 1863  On this day in 1863, Hood’s Texas Brigade became a major participant in the battle of 
Gettysburg.  The brigade had been organized in 1861 in Richmond, Virginia.  It was composed of the First, 
Fourth and Fifth Texas Infantry regiments, the only Texas troops to fight in the Eastern Theater.  Col. John 
Bell Hood had been commander of the Fourth.  On July 2, 1863, the brigade led the assault at Devils Den 
and Little Round Top, the crucial action of the second day of the battle.  A soldier of the First Texas called 
the assault on Devil’s Den “one of the wildest, fiercest struggles of the war.”  After routing the Union forces 
at the Devil’s Den, however, the brigade was unable to capture Little Round Top.  A thirty-five-foot 
monument to the men of Hood’s Texas Brigade stands on the south drive of the Capitol in Austin. 

 

 

July 22, 1861 On this day in 1861, Confederate General Barnard Elliott Bee Jr. died from wounds received 
at the first battle of Manassas ( or Bull Run ).  Bee’s family had been very active in the government of the 
Republic of Texas.  His father, Barnard Bee Sr., moved the family from South Carolina to Texas in 1836.  
The elder Bee’s offices included secretary of state in the administrations of David G. Burnet and Mirabeau 
B. Lamar and secretary of war under Sam Houston.  Hamilton P. Bee, brother to Barnard Jr., served as 
secretary for the commission that established the boundary between the Republic of Texas and the United 
States.  Hamilton later fought in the Mexican War and served in the Texas legislature before achieving the 
rank of Confederate brigadier general during the Civil War.  Barnard Bee Jr., a West point graduate and 
Mexican War veteran, was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army and assigned to command a 
brigade in Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard’s Army of Virginia at Manassas Junction.  It was there on July 21, 
1861, where his soldiers suffered the brunt of the federal attack on the Confederate left wing.  In an effort to 
encourage his men, Bee cried, “Rally behind the Virginians!  There stands Jackson like a stonewall!”  Bee’s 
colleague Thomas Jonathan Jackson was forever known as “Stonewall.” 

 

 

July 24, 1861 On this day, Lt. Col. John Robert Baylor led 300 men of the Confederate Second Texas 
Mounted Rifles in an assault on Union forces under Maj. Isaac Lynde at Fort Fillmore, Arizona.  Baylor was 
under orders to occupy a chain of forts protecting the overland route between Fort Clark and Fort Bliss.  He 
entered the nearby town of Mesilla that night.  The next morning Lynde ordered an artillery attack on 
Mesilla, but after three of his men were killed and six wounded, he withdrew.  Learning that Baylor had 
requested artillery from Ft Bliss, Lynde abandoned the fort the night of July 26.  The next day, Baylor gave 
chase.  The Confederates rode into Lynde’s camp in the early afternoon, and Lynde surrendered his force of 
492 men.  Baylor proclaimed Arizona Territory, C.S.A., and named himself governor.  He remained there 
until the spring of 1862.  The victory at Mesilla was one of the Civil War’s early and surprising Confederate 
successes. 

 

 

July 30, 1867 On this day, James Webb Throckmorton, first governor of Texas after the Civil War, was 
removed from office for being an “impediment to Reconstruction” on the grounds that the state of Texas did 
not support the Fourteenth Amendment, he refused to support it himself.  He declined to increase protection 
for former slaves and to advocate Radical Republican policies.  This “Tennessean by birth [and] Texan by 
Adoption” was a physician and politician who had a long and distinguished record of service to the state, the 
United States, and the Confederacy.  He died at McKinney on April 21, 1894. 



CONFEDERATE VETERANS MEMORIAL PLAZA INFORMATION 
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The Confederate Veterans Memorial Plaza had the official opening and dedication on April 13,2013.  It is a beautiful 
Memorial to the Confederate Veterans.  Although it is open for visitors, there is still room along the sidewalks for 

you to purchase a brick paver in the name of your confederate ancestor.   This will ensure that your ancestor’s 
service to the confederacy will not be forgotten, but will be remembered for years to come.   If you would like to 

make a donation for a paver, please contact Adjutant Marc Robinson at 903-676-6069 (email 
mrobinson1836@yahoo.com) or Commander David Franklin at 214-957-7086 (email slocumdave@yahoo.com) 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to honor you ancestor?  There is still room in the plaza for you to 
have a paver with your ancestor’s name and military information.   You can also 

acquire a paver in the name of your SCV Camp.  



 

The citizen-soldiers who fought for the Confederacy personified the 
best qualities of America. The preservation of liberty and freedom was 
the motivating factor in the South's decision to fight the Second American 
Revolution. The tenacity with which Confederate soldiers fought 
underscored their belief in the rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 
These attributes are the underpinning of our democratic society and 
represent the foundation on which this nation was built.  
Today, the Sons of Confederate Veterans is preserving the history 
and legacy of these heroes, so future generations can understand the 
motives that animated the Southern Cause.  
The SCV is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans, and the 
oldest hereditary organization for male descendants of Confederate 
soldiers. Organized at Richmond, Virginia in 1896, the SCV continues 
to serve as a historical, patriotic, and non-political organization 
dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the 1861-1865 period is 
preserved.  
Membership in the Sons of Confederate Veterans is open to all 
male descendants of any veteran who served honorably in the 
Confederate armed forces. Membership can be obtained through either 
lineal or collateral family lines and kinship to a veteran must be 
documented genealogically. The minimum age for full 
membership is 12, but there is no minimum for Cadet membership. 
Friends of the SCV memberships are available as well to those who 
are committed to upholding our charge, but do not have the 
Confederate ancestry. 

We meet the 4th Tuesday of Each Month   
At 06:30 PM at the First Congregational 

Methodist Church of Elkhart  
with a meal served  
at each meeting. 

JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP 

#2156 

 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 

commit the vindication of the cause for which we 

fought. To your strength will be given the defense 

of the Confederate soldier's good name, the 

guardianship of his history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which 

he loved and which you love also, and those ideals 

which made him glorious and which you also 

cherish." 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander-in-Chief 

United Confederate Veterans 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906. 

THE CHARGE TO THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS 

Camp meetings: 4th Tuesday 
Each Month - 06:30 PM 

Meal served at each meeting. 

 

Held at First Congregational 
Methodist Church of Elkhart 

 
510 N. US 287, Elkhart, Tx 

75839 

Please visit our website 
www.reaganscvcamp.org 
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Marc Robinson 
Adjutant/Treasurer 

E-mail: mrobinson1836@yahoo.com 

Dwight Franklin, Chaplain/Newsletter 
Editor: dwightfranklin1@yahoo.com  
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