
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Compatriots,  
    Hope everyone is 
doing well. At The 
Reagan Camp 
meeting on October 
26th, new Officers for 
2024 were nominated 
and elected. The 
Reagan Camp 
Officers for 2024 are 
as follows; 
 
Commander: 
Ed Heitman 
 
1st Lt. Commander: 
David Franklin 
 
Adjutant/Treasurer: 
Richard Thornton  
 
Sgt-at-Arms: 
Marc Robinson  
 
Chaplain: 
Dwight Franklin 
 
Judge Advocate: 
Martin Lawrence 

 

I usually don't like 
doing business at 
our Christmas 
Party but we will 
swear in the new 
Officers and they 
will start the new 
year in office. 

     
Reminder that we 
will not meet in 
November due to 
Thanksgiving 
being on our 
meeting night. It 
was also 

discussed about 
the meeting night 
being moved to 
the 4th Tuesday 
night instead of 
Thursday night.  

 
We will have 
details of the 

Christmas Party in 
the November 
newsletter. Emails 
will also be sent to 

see what 
everyone is 

planning to bring. 
Feel free to 

contact me by text 

COMMANDER  DYERõS D ISPATCH  
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CAMP  MEETINGS  
 

4th Thursday of Each Month   
06:30 PM 

With a meal served  
at each meeting. 

Commercial Bank of Texas  on the 
corner of N. Mallard & E. Lacy Street  

 
The Bank is located just south of the 

Anderson County Courthouse Annex. 
 

Guests are welcome! 
Bring the family. 

 

www.reaganscvcamp.org 
 

www.reaganscvcamp.or

INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

John H. Reagan 
 About 1863 

Oct 8, 1818 ð March 6, 1905 

Post Master General of the 
Confederate States of America 

Secretary of the Treasury CSA 

U. S. Senator from Texas 

U. S. Rep. from Texas 

District Judge 

Texas State Representative  

First Chairman - Railroad 
Commission of Texas 

A Founder and President of the 
Texas State Historical Association 

at 903 391 2224. 
   I wish everyone 
a safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving. We 
all have a lot to 
be thankful for.  
 
Dan Dyer 
Camp Commander 
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The Reagan Camp will have monthly meetings 
on the 4th Thursday of each month in the 
Commercial Bank of Texas meeting room 
 
November  -  we will not have a meeting. 
 
December 7th  -  Reagan Camp Christmas 
Party.  It will be held at  6p.m. in the Activity 
Building of the Crockett Road Church of 
Christ.  Please bring your spouse and your 
favorite dish for the potluck meal.   

Dan Manuel will be providing entertainment 
for the Christmas Party.    

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

òDUTY  IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD  IN  OUR 

LANGUAGE. DO YOUR  DUTY  IN  ALL THINGS. 

YOU  CANNOT  DO  MORE. YOU  SHOULD 

NEVER WISH TO  DO  LESS.ó 

 

-GENERAL  

ROBERT E. LEE- 
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òNOTHING  FILLS ME WITH  DEEPER SADNESS THAN  TO  

SEE A SOUTHERN  MAN  APOLOGIZING  FOR THE DEFENSE 

WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO 

JUST, SO SACRED, THAT  HAD  I KNOWN  ALL THAT  HAS 

COME TO  PASS, HAD  I KNOWN  WHAT  WAS TO  BE 

INFLICTED UPON  ME, ALL THAT  MY COUNTRY  WAS TO  

SUFFER, ALL THAT  OUR POSTERITY WAS TO  ENDURE, I 

WOULD  DO  IT ALL OVER AGAIN.ó 

 

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS- 

    Prayer List 

¶ Compatriot Forrest Bradberry 

¶ Compatriot J.B. Mason 

¶ Sgt at Arms Doug Smith 
(complications from hip 
replacement) 

¶ Past Reagan Camp Historian Gary 
Williams 

¶ Former Camp Commander Rudy Ray 

¶ United Daughters of the Confederacy 

¶ The Sovereign State of Texas 

¶ The United States of America 

¶ The Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Above: Reagan Campôs battle flag and sign displayed 
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty 

Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine. 
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The John H. Reagan Camp is requesting 
donations from those who would be 

willing to contribute financially to help 
keep the Confederate Heroes Memorial 

Plaza landscape manicured.   If you would 
be willing to donate, please contact Dan 

Dyer at danieldyer497@yahoo.com  
Phone: (903) 391-2224 

Officers for 2022 
Commander  -  Dan Dyer 
1st Lt. -  David Franklin 
Adjutant/Treasurer -  Richard Thornton 
Sgt at Arms -  Doug Smith 
Judge Advocate  -  Martin Lawrence 
Chaplain  -  Dwight Franklin 

This flag flies in honor and memory of  
over 1,000 Confederate veterans from 
Anderson County who marched off to 
war, one third of whom never  returned, 
and the over 500 Confederate veterans 
from all across the South who are buried 
in this county. They fought for liberty 
and independence from a tyrannical and 
oppressive government. 

Provided by the John H. Reagan Camp 
#2156, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
Www.reaganscvcamp.org 

John H. Reagan was born 
on October 18, 1818 in 
Sevierville, Tennessee.  He 
moved to Palestine in 1851 
and was elected Texas 9th 
Judicial Judge in 1852. 

He died of pneumonia at his 
home in Palestine, the last 
surviving member of 
Jefferson Davis' cabinet in 
t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e 
government. He was buried 
in East Hill Cemetery in 
Palestine, Texas.  

The marker in the picture 
on the left is located at the 
southeast corner of Reagan 
Park, near the John H. 
Reagan Monument.  



OCTOBER  REAGAN  CAMP  M EETING  

OCTOBER  26, 2023       
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The October meeting was held at the Commercial Bank of Texas meeting room in 
Palestine on October 26, 2023.   There were ten at the meeting this month,.  After visiting 
a few minutes, we had a delicious meal of two different homemade noodle casseroles and 
pizza from Foxôs Pizza Den.   We had a delicious homemade apple cobbler, strawberry 
cheesecake and Blue Bell ice cream for dessert. Everything was very good.   We 
appreciate everyone who brought food. 

We will not have a November meeting due to the Thanksgiving Holiday being that day. 
The annual Christmas party will be held at 6pm on December 7th  at the Crockett Road 
Church of Christ activity building.  We are asking everyone to bring your favorite dish 
and your spouse or a friend.   

Dan Manuel will be providing the entertainment for 
the Christmas Party.  He always does a great job!    

Come join us for a fun-filled evening of good food, 
good fellowship and good entertainment.   
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  Reagan Camp Compatriot Ed Heitman provided the camp 
with the historical program at the October meeting as he 
spoke on ñThe Burning of Alexandriaò.   

Some of the things that are being deleted from history 
books are the true history about how terrible the Union 
troops treated the southern women and children.   They 
burned their crops, they burned their homes, they violated 
the women, and they burned the cities.  Alexandria was 
one of those cities that was destroyed by the Union 
troops. 

During the Civil War, the town of Alexandria not only 
suffered being ravaged by Federal troops once, but twice. 
In the spring of 1863, Alexandria was occupied by Union 
forces. The dam broke on May 9, 1864, and at 7a.m. on 
May 13th the Union troops started to abandon 
Alexandria.  Before leaving the city, some of the Union 
soldiers, with buckets and mops, smeared a mixture of 
turpentine and camphene (napalm of the 1860ôs) on the 
buildings.  It was then set afire, and 90% of the town was 
burned.  

Every building on twenty-two blocks was burned. The 
Union  army  burned  libraries,  businesses,  plantations,  

residences as well as the Episcopal and Methodist churches.  The Catholic church, now known as St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral on Fourth Street, was the only church that was left standing from the burning of 
Alexandria.   Even pro-Unionist citizens of Alexandria had there home and belongings burned  -  the same 
Louisianans whose sons had enlisted in the Union army. Knowing that their neighbors would seek 
retribution [pay-back] .. These pro-Unionist sought refuge on yankee watercraft heading south.  They were 
denied passage ... And had to face the music with their burned-out neighbors. 

Upon seeing the massive smoke column .. General Taylor knew Bankôs army was on the move .. And 
proceeded to harass the retreat.  18,000 Union  versus  6,000 Confederates  é   good odds for the Rebs  é  
but not enough to trap Banks.  

Above: St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Alexandria 

Since Ed joined the John H. Reagan Camp, he 
has been a very active member even though he 
has to drive a long distance to attend.  He 
brings food to the meetings, and always has a 
smile.  He has a vast knowledge of the 
Confederate Army and events that took place 
during the war of northern aggression.  He has 
presented several historical programs over the 
past few years since joining the camp, and they 
are always very good.     

We appreciate Ed and all that he does for the 
Reagan SCV Camp.  
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On this page and the following pages, you can see pictures from Edôs PowerPoint 
presentation.   

Battle of Mansfield  -  April 8, 1864  
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ñOne Damn Blunder From Beginning to Endò 
 
   -  William Tecumseh Sherman 
 
 

     Former President of Louisiana 
 Military Institute in Pineville ï 1860 
 

é which is now what school ..?   (LSU Baton Rouge) 

Louisiana Military Institute was in Pineville, across 
the Red River from Alexandria. It was then moved to 
Baton Rouge after Alexandria burned. 

Porterõs Fleet at Alexandria 

View of Alexandria Waterfront from the East [Pineville]              
~ 4500 Inhabitants  -  May 1864 
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USS Louisville on the Red River 

USS Louisville 


