
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We had a large 
crowd at our July 
meeting.   Our 
member Andrew 
Petty presented a 
well prepared 
program on the 
eggnog riot at West 
Point on 24th Dec. 
1826.  The 
president of the 
Confederacy, 
Jefferson Davis, 
was one of the 
leaders.  It was an 
interesting story 
about young men 
rebelling against 
authority.  A mass 
expulsion followed 
but Jefferson Davis 
was not one of the 

expelled 
cadets.  Many of 
the expelled 
cadets later 

returned to West 
Point and some 
others became 
outstanding 
citizens of our 
country, both 
south and north.   

     
As is the norm 
our food was 
plentiful and 
tasty.  Everyone 
seemed to enjoy 
the fare and all 
went away 

stuffed.  Brownie 
and Blue Bell Ice
-Cream finished 
off the very good 

meal.   
    

Membership in 
our camp 
requires an 
individual to 
have a ancestor 
who gave service 
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CAMP  MEETINGS  
 

3rd Tuesday of Each Month   
06:30 PM 

With a meal served  
at each meeting. 

We do not have a permanent meeting 
location.  You can contact 

Commander Thornton for the proper 
meeting location each month. 

 

Guests are welcome! 
Bring the family. 

 

www.reaganscvcamp.org 
 

www.reaganscvcamp.org 
 

INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

John H. Reagan 
 About 1863 

Oct 8, 1818 ð March 6, 1905 

Post Master General of the 
Confederate States of America 

Secretary of the Treasury CSA 

U. S. Senator from Texas 

U. S. Rep. from Texas 

District Judge 

Texas State Representative  

First Chairman - Railroad 
Commission of Texas 

A Founder and President of the 
Texas State Historical Association 

to the navy or 
army of the 

Confederacy.   If 
you know 

someone or wish 
to become a 
member contact 
our camp. 

 
Richard 
Thornton   
Commander   
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The Reagan Camp will have monthly meetings on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month. You can contact 
Commander Thornton by email for the location for 
the meeting. 
 

Tuesday August 18  -  August Meeting 

Tuesday Sept 15  -  September Meeting 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

òDUTY  IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD  IN  OUR 

LANGUAGE. DO YOUR DUTY  IN  ALL THINGS. 

YOU  CANNOT  DO  MORE. YOU  SHOULD 

NEVER WISH TO  DO  LESS.ó 

 

-GENERAL  

ROBERT E. LEE- 
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òNOTHING  FILLS ME WITH  DEEPER SADNESS THAN  TO  

SEE A SOUTHERN  MAN  APOLOGIZING  FOR THE DEFENSE 

WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO 

JUST, SO SACRED, THAT  HAD  I KNOWN  ALL THAT  HAS 

COME TO  PASS, HAD  I KNOWN  WHAT  WAS TO  BE 

INFLICTED UPON  ME, ALL THAT  MY COUNTRY  WAS TO  

SUFFER, ALL THAT  OUR POSTERITY WAS TO  ENDURE, I 

WOULD  DO  IT ALL OVER AGAIN.ó 

 

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS- 

    Prayer List 
¶ Compatriot Forrest Bradberry 

¶ Compatriot J.B. Mason 

¶ Past Reagan Camp Historian Gary 
Williams 

¶ Rod Skelton (former Camp Chaplain) 

¶ Former Camp Commander Rudy Ray 

¶ United Daughters of the Confederacy 

¶ The Sovereign State of Texas 

¶ The United States of America 

Above: Reagan Campôs battle flag and sign displayed 
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty 

Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine. 
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Memorial Plaza 
Groundskeeping Calendar 

July 2020  -  Dwight Franklin 

August 2020 -  Randy Huffman 

SeptemberñNeed a volunteer 

OctoberñNeed a volunteer 

NovemberñNeed a volunteer 

DecemberñJ.B. Mason 

JanuaryñDan Dyer 

FebruaryñDan Dyer 

MarchñNeed a volunteer 

AprilñNeed a volunteer 

The Reagan Camp is in need of men to sign up for a month to 
either keep the Confederate Veterans Memorial Plaza  mowed 
or pay to have it mowed.   The list is in the box to the left.  
Several dates are available. If you are not physically able, or 
donõt have the time to mow it, a compatriot of the Reagan 
camp has volunteered to mow it for $50 for each time it is 
mowed.  He said he will donate the entire $50 back to the 
camp with the understanding that the money be used to 
purchase an additional paver for the plaza for each time it is 
mowed. Any extra money will be donated to the Reagan Camp 
bank account.   This man wanted to remain anonymous, so we 
wonõt mention his name.  But on behalf of the John H. Reagan 
Camp, òTHANK  YOUó for going the extra mile! 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  U PDATE  

N EW DATE :  A UGUST  15, 2020 

Compatriots of the Texas Division,  
 
No one was saddened more than I was that the Division Reunion in Grapevine had to be 
cancelled due to COVID 19.  
 
However, we still have unfinished business with our constitution so we will be having a 
Constitutional Convention at the Hilton Garden Inn - Temple on Saturday August 15, 2020 
at 9:00am. 
 
Camp Commanders should have received the proposed changes to our constitution and I am 
encouraging you to  
 
share them with your camp members if you have not already done so, discuss them at your 
meetings and have your 
 
delegates come prepared to finally vote on those changes. This will not be a reunion, but a 
business session to conduct 
 
Texas Division Business. 
 
Please send you delegate lists to Adjutant Allen Hearrean, he will be taking registrations right 
up to the event. 
 
(ahearrean@sbcglobal.net) 
 
The Hilton Garden Inn has a block of rooms reserved for us at only $99.00 a night . (please 
mention the SCV when calling). 
 
Hilton Garden Inn-Temple 
1749 Scott Boulevard 
Temple, Tx 
76504 
(254) 773-0200 
 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during this difficult and trying time. Hope to see 
you in Temple. 
 
Craig Stone 
Lt Commander Texas Division Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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JOHN  H. R EAGAN  CAMP  

JULY  M EETING   

We had 16  in attendance at the July Reagan Camp SCV Meeting.  The 
meeting started off with a delicious meal which consisted of a casserole, 
homemade soup, smothered new potatoes with onions, pinto beans and 
ham, cornbread, garden fresh tomatoes, banana peppers, onions, 
cucumber salad, chocolate cake and Blue Bell Ice Cream.  After the 
meal, Andrew Petty gave a presentation on òThe Eggnog Riot of 1826ó. 
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JULY  H ISTORICAL  PROGRAM  

 òTHE EGGNOG  RIOT  OF 1826ó 

 

 Andrew Petty presented the Reagan Camp with an interesting historical 
program on ñThe Eggnog Riot of 1826ò.    The program went into detail 
about several young men and their shenanigans wile at West Point in 
1826.   Many of these men went on to be officers in the Confederate army 
during the War of Northern Aggression.   The program was one that we 
had never even heard about, and Andrew did an excellent job of telling it 
with great enthusiasm.  

Andrew has allowed  his notes to be posted in the newsletter for those who 
were unable to attend this monthôs meeting.  This is a story that you will 
want o make sure you read!  At the end of it, you will see some names that 
you will remember from the war. 

                                 òThe Eggnog Riot Of 1826ò 

Jefferson Davis is best known as the President of the Confederacy. He had 
a distinguished career as a politician, serving as a Congressman both in 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, in addition to being 
appointed by Franklin Pierce as Secretary of War.  Before his political  

career, Davis was also a soldier in the Mexican American War and rose to the rank of 
lieutenant.  Though Davis had many noteworthy achievements to his name, his rise to prominence 
was almost derailed by an incident which occurred in his youth, one where the budding careers of 
many future Confederate leaders were drastically altered- the Eggnog Riot. 

 Davis, like the majority of other military leaders of his day, was a graduate of West Point Military 
Academy.  During his sophomore year in 1826, the facility was far from being the prestigious 
institution it is today.  West Point had only been established a quarter century before, and most 
cadets were young and rowdy- Davis was certainly no exception.  In 1817 however, President 
James Monroe appointed Sylvanus Thayer as superintendent of the academy.  Thayer quickly 
instituted new reforms in order to whip the undisciplined cadets into shape.  These included the 
creation of the demerit system, establishing rigorous academic standards, and other high military 
standards, earning him the nickname ñThe Father of West Pointò. 

 However, Thayer was also a stickler for rules.  He banned anything which he deemed to be 
deleterious to the discipline of his officers, such as playing cards, gambling, and even the reading 
of romance novels.  He insisted that cadets conform to a strict military regimen, adhere to specific 
schedules and tight diets, and perform drills on a regular basis.  They were also not permitted to 
leave campus without permission.  Many enrollees, including Davis, thought Thayerôs policies 
were draconian, and they frequently tried to thumb their nose at what they perceived to be a 
barbaric system of pointless rules. 

In fact, Davis in particular had a reputation for being a delinquent and a party goer, usually 
revolving around alcohol related escapades. The year prior, he had actually faced a court martial 
for sneaking off to Benny Havenôs, a local tavern- inadvertently running into Captain Ethan 
Hitchcock, who naturally questioned why he was off campus.  Though recommended for 
dismissal, Superintendent Thayer accepted a remittal because of Davisôs previous record of good 
conduct.   

-  ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ  - 
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JULY  H ISTORICAL  PROGRAM  

 òTHE EGGNOG  RIOT  OF 1826ó 

 

Yet, this did not dissuade Davis from making another unauthorized run to the same tavern in 
August 1826.  When Davis caught wind that a superior officer was looking for him, he hurriedly 
sprinted back to West Point- but because it had been raining earlier that day, he slipped and 
tumbled down a 60 foot ravine.  Though he was fortunate enough to have a tree limb break his fall, 
he spent the next month in the military infirmary recuperating from his injuries.  

If there was one point of contention in the code of conduct, it was in reference to the consumption 
of alcohol.  Generally speaking, the use of spirituous liquor on school grounds was expressly 
forbidden.  However, there were two notable exceptions to this rule- the Fourth of July and 
Christmas.  Through the years, the cadets at West Point had traditionally honored these holidays 
with small parties and monitored drinking.  Thayer, despite his austere reputation, was 
surprisingly relaxed in regards to festivities, and would loosen the restrictions so that students 
could partake in a little merrymaking.  He permitted the classes to engage in drinking, so long as 
things didnôt get out of hand. 

This leniency however, came to a screeching halt on July 4, 1825.  At the annual 4th of July party, 
several cadets had gotten intoxicated on wine, and interrupted a private dinner held for the 
officers.  Barging into the banquet hall, the plebes performed a ñsnake danceò and then proceeded 
to hoist commandant William J. Worth upon their shoulders in an absurd display of drunken 
revelry.  Thayer was appalled and embarrassed at this brazen demonstration, and immediately 
banned all alcohol consumption, period.  This meant that the following July 4, 1826- the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence- would be completely dry.  While everyone else 
would be celebrating, the cadets at West Point would be marking the occasion in a much more 
subdued manner.  This would have far reaching consequences- and while the half-century 
birthday of the nation passed without fanfare, Davis and several of his cohorts were determined 
not to let Christmas befall the same fate, thereby setting the stage for the Eggnog Riot. 

Martinôs Tavern, another local watering hole, was just a couple miles away across the Hudson 
River.  Three days before Christmas, the trio of William Burnley, Alexander Center, and Samuel 
Roberts volunteered to make the journey in order to procure some bootleg alcohol.  Despite being 
in direct violation of the directives to a) not wander off campus without permission and b) not be 
in possession of alcohol on campus, the intrepid entrepreneurs ferried a boat across the river, and 
traded blankets and boots in exchange for four gallons of whiskey.  After securing the hooch, they 
then crossed back over the river and headed back to West Point.  Bribing Private James Dougan 
with 35 cents to turn a blind eye to their clandestine activities, the three snuck into the barracks, 
hid the liquor in the room of another co-conspirator, and waited until Christmas Eve. 
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¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅƛƴƎ Ǝƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƛƴŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нпǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛƴ wƻƻƳ bƻΦ нуΣ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎΦ  5ƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ wƻƻƳ bƻΦ рΣ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎŀŘŜǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ !ƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǳƴǝƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ 
ǊƻǿŘȅΦ  IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ wƻƻƳ bƻΦ ну ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻŎƪ ƛǘ ƻũΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ wƻƻƳ bƻΦ ну ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŜǘ-ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ wƻƻƳ bƻΦ рΦ  

  

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ōȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ  !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǎŎƘƴƻŎƪŜǊŜŘ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƧƛƎƎŜǊǎΣ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎΣ άIƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻƎΣ ƻƭΩ IƛǘŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗέ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻōƭƛǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻƭΩ IƛǘŎƘέ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǝƳŜΦ  !ƴ ƛƴŦǳǊƛŀǘŜŘ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜōǊƛŀǘŜŘ 5ŀǾƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  5ŀǾƛǎ ǎƘŜŜǇƛǎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ 
ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻũΣ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƻǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ  IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ wƛƻǘ !Ŏǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳƭƭŀōŀƭƻƻ ŎŜŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎŀǝǎŬŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǳŎƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 
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 òTHE EGGNOG  RIOT  OF 1826ó 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

¢ƘŜ ōǊŜǿŜŘ ŎƻƴŎƻŎǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŜƎƎƴƻƎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ŘǊŀƴƪ   ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǘΣ 
ŀƴ   ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘΦ   
.ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƪΣ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ ōƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŎǳǊŘƭŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŜǊƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊŀƴŘȅΣ ǎƘŜǊǊȅΣ ǊǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƛǎƪŜȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ сл 
ǇǊƻƻŦΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōǊŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜǊǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǿƘƛǎƪŜȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ƻŦ ǊǳƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎŀŘŜǘ ƘŀŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŀƎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴƪŜŜǇŜǊ ŀǘ .Ŝƴƴȅ 
IŀǾŜƴΩǎΦ 

¢ƘŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŘŜǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǧŜƳǇǘ 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƘƛƧƛƴƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻƳŦƻƻƭŜǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴǎΦ  bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǝƻƴŜŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ ǘƻ 
ƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ 
ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŀƴȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŀȅŜǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ wƻōŜǊǘ 9Φ [ŜŜ ƛƴ 
ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǝƴƎΣ ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
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