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COMMANDER’S DISPATCH
received by the
compatriots.

Dan Dyer, our
Adjutant/
Treasurer gave a
program on the
history of General
Wade
Hampton. His
presentation was
well prepared and I
found the
information very
interesting. Dan’s
daughter-in-law and
3 grandchildren
were his
guests. They are
descendants of
General Wade
Hampton. After the
program, there were
questions,
comments, and a
lively discussion
concerning this
great man. Our
thanks go out to
Dan for the program
which was well

Our camp meal
was plentiful and
consisted of
spaghetti and
John H. Reagan
meat sauce and
About 1863
pinto beans along
Oct 8, 1818 – March 6, 1905
with smothered
Post Master General of the
potatoes. Dessert
Confederate States of America
was strawberry
Secretary of the Treasury CSA
cake and Bluebell
U. S. Senator from Texas
ice cream. If you
U. S. Rep. from Texas
were not at the
District Judge
Texas State Representative
camp meeting
First Chairman - Railroad
please join us next
Commission of Texas
month and bring a
A Founder and President of the
visitor. We will
Texas State Historical Association
make them feel
welcome and see
accounts.
that they are wellfed and
entertained. Our
programs are
Richard Thornton
always interesting
and informative.
Our treasury is
increasing, but our
camp discussing a
fundraiser. Our
camp is
responsible for
upkeep on the
Confederate Plaza
in Palestine and it
would be helpful
to have more
funds in the

CAMP

MEETINGS

3rd Tuesday of Each Month
06:30 PM
With a meal served
at each meeting.
Commercial Bank of Texas on the
corner of N. Mallard & E. Lacy Street
The Bank is located just south of the
Anderson County Courthouse Annex.

Guests are welcome!
Bring the family.

www.reaganscvcamp.org

www.reaganscvcamp.or
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Memorial Plaza
Groundskeeping Calendar
June 2019 -

Marc Robinson

July 2019 -

Dwight Franklin

August 2019 - Andrew Harris

Prayer List


Compatriot Forrest Bradberry



Compatriot J.B. Mason



Adjutant Dan Dyer’s sister



2nd Lt Commander Calvin Nicholson



Toni Ray (wife of past comdr Rudy Ray)



Compatriot Vernon Holliman



Past Reagan Camp Historian Gary Williams



Past Davis/Reagan UDC Pres. Dollye Jeffus



Rod Skelton (former Camp Chaplain)



United Daughters of the Confederacy

Sept 2019 -

Richard Thornton

Oct 2019 -

Alton Moore

Nov. 2019 -

Dan Dyer

Dec 2019 -

Dan Dyer

Jan 2019 -

Randy Huffman

Feb 2019 -

Randy Huffman



The Sovereign State of Texas

March 2019 -

Calvin Nicholson



The United States of America

April 2020 -

Andrew Petty



The Sons of Confederate Veterans

May 2020 -

David Franklin

June 2020 -

Marc Robinson

July 2020 -

Dwight Franklin

CALENDAR

OF

EVENTS

The Reagan Camp will have monthly
meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in
the Commercial Bank of Texas meeting room.
May 31-June 2—Texas Divison Reunion, Host:
Robert M. White Camp 1250, Temple, TX

Tuesday June 18 — June Meeting
Program by Richard Thornton
Tuesday July 16—July Meeting
Program by Calvin Nicholson

Tuesday August 20—August Meeting
Program by Andrew Petty

“NOTHING FILLS ME WITH DEEPER SADNESS THAN TO
SEE A SOUTHERN MAN APOLOGIZING FOR THE DEFENSE
WE MADE OF OUR INHERITANCE. OUR CAUSE WAS SO
JUST, SO SACRED, THAT HAD I KNOWN ALL THAT HAS
COME TO PASS, HAD I KNOWN WHAT WAS TO BE
INFLICTED UPON ME, ALL THAT MY COUNTRY WAS TO
SUFFER, ALL THAT OUR POSTERITY WAS TO ENDURE, I
WOULD DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN.”

-PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS-

Above: Reagan Camp‘s battle flag and sign displayed
proudly at intersection of FM 315 and Anderson Cty
Rd 448, ten miles north of Palestine.

“DUTY IS THE MOST SUBLIME WORD IN OUR
LANGUAGE. DO YOUR DUTY IN ALL THINGS.
YOU CANNOT DO MORE. YOU SHOULD
NEVER WISH TO DO LESS.”

-GENERAL
ROBERT E. LEE-
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY MEETING
MAY 21, 2019
We had a great meeting at the Commercial Bank of Texas on May 21st with eighteen in attendance. We had five guests attend the
meeting, and four of these were descendants of General Wade Hampton III, who was the subject of our historical program. The
meeting started off with a delicious meal of spaghetti with garlic bread, pinto beans with ham, soft-fried new potatoes with onions,
strawberry cake, coconut meringue pie, and Blue Bell ice cream. We appreciate Richard Thornton, Dwight Franklin, Marc
Robinson and Doug Smith for bringing food for the meal. After enjoying the meal together, Dan Dyer presented us with an
informative historical program on General Hampton.
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY HISTORICAL PROGRAM
GENERAL WADE HAMPTON

Texas SCV 8th Brigade Commander Dan Dyer presented the John H. Reagan
Camp with the historical program on May 21st at the Commercial Bank of Texas
meeting room. Dan gave a program on his daughter-in-law’s ancestor, General
Wade Hampton III. As he started the program and announced that General
Hampton was his daughter-in-law’s ancestor, Reagan Camp Commander, Richard
Thornton, told Dan that General Hampton was also his wife’s ancestor! There are
so many people who have Confederate ancestors who are really missing out by not
studying the history of these great men who fought for the Confederacy.
The program was an interesting one as Dan pointed out many things about the life
of General Hampton. We really appreciate Dan for all that he does for the Reagan
Camp and the SCV. He serves as 8th Brigade Commander for the Texas Division
SCV, but he also serves as the Adjutant of the John H. Reagan Camp. He is a very
valuable member of the SCV. He has allowed us to publish his notes so those who
were unable to attend the meeting can know more a bout General Hampton.
Wade Hampton III (March 28, 1818 – April 11, 1902) was a Confederate States of America military
officer and politician from South Carolina. He came from a wealthy planter family, and shortly before the
war he was one of the largest slaveholders in the Southeast as well as a state legislator. During the American
Civil War, he served in the Confederate cavalry, where he reached the rank of lieutenant general.
Following the war, he served as a Democratic Party politician in his home state. Near the end
of Reconstruction, Hampton was elected as the 77th Governor of South Carolina, serving 1876-1879. He
later was elected as a U.S. Senator from the state.
EARLY LIFE AND CAREER
Wade Hampton III was born in 1818 in Charleston, South Carolina, the eldest son of Wade Hampton
II (1791–1858), known as "Colonel Wade Hampton", and Ann Hampton. His mother was from a wealthy
family in Charleston. After the War of 1812, his father had built his own fortune on land speculation in the
Southeast.
The senior Hampton was an officer of dragoons in the War of 1812, and an aide to General Andrew Jackson
at the Battle of New Orleans. The boy was the grandson of Wade Hampton (1754–1835), lieutenant
colonel of cavalry in the American War of Independence, member of the U.S. House of Representatives, and
brigadier general in the War of 1812. You can see that Wade Hampton III grew up in a family that had a
history of service to their country in both the military and in politics.
Wade Hampton III grew up in a wealthy planter family, receiving private instruction. He had four younger
sisters. His was an active outdoor life; he rode horses and hunted, especially at his family's North
Carolina summer retreat, High Hampton.

- Continued on the next page -
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY HISTORICAL PROGRAM
GENERAL WADE HAMPTON
Wade Hampton III grew up in a wealthy planter family, receiving private
instruction. His was an active outdoor life; he rode horses and hunted,
especially at his family's North Carolina summer retreat, High Hampton. The
youth was known for taking hunting trips alone into the woods, hunting
American black bears with only a knife. Some accounts credit him with
killing as many as 80 bears.
In 1836 Hampton graduated from South Carolina College (now the University
of South Carolina), and was trained for the law, although he never practiced.
His father assigned certain plantations to him to manage in South Carolina
and Mississippi. The younger man also became active in Democratic state
politics.
He was elected to the South Carolina General Assembly in 1852 and served as a state Senator from 1858 to
1861. After Hampton's father died in 1858, the son inherited his vast fortune, the plantations, and his slaves.
CIVIL WAR
Although Hampton was conservative on issues of secession and slavery, and he had opposed the division of
the Union as a legislator, when war began, he was loyal to his state. He resigned from the South Carolina
Senate and enlisted at the age of 42 as a private in the South Carolina Militia. The governor of South
Carolina insisted that Hampton accept a colonel's commission.
Although he had no military experience, his years of managing plantations and serving in state government
were considered signs of leadership. As was also the case in northern regiments, the elite were
commissioned based on their social standing and were also expected to finance military units. Hampton
organized and partially financed the unit known as "Hampton’s Legion," which consisted of six companies
of infantry, four companies of cavalry, and one battery of artillery. He personally paid for all the weapons
for the Legion.
Hampton was a natural cavalryman—brave, audacious, and already a superb horseman. Of officers without
previous military experience, he was one of three to achieve the rank of lieutenant general, the others being
Nathan Bedford Forrest and Richard Taylor.
Hampton's first combat came at the First Battle of Manassas, where he deployed his Legion at a decisive
moment, reinforcing a Confederate line that was retreating from Buck Hill, giving the brigade of Thomas J.
Jackson time to reach the field and make a defensive stand. A bullet creased Hampton's forehead when he
led a charge against a Union artillery position. It was the first of five wounds he would receive during the
war.
During the winter of 1861-62, Hampton's Legion was assigned to the command of Gustavus W. Smith.
Smith's division accompanied the rest of Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Northern Virginia down the
Virginia Peninsula to aid in the Siege of Yorktown (1862) before Johnston withdrew to Richmond.
- Continued on the next page -
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY HISTORICAL PROGRAM
GENERAL WADE HAMPTON
On May 23, 1862, Hampton was promoted to brigadier general. At the Battle of Seven Pines on May 31,
1862, he was severely wounded in the foot, but while still under fire, remained on his horse while the foot
was treated. Hampton returned to duty in time to fill in as leader of an infantry brigade for Stonewall Jackson
at the end of the Seven Days Battles, although the brigade was not significantly engaged.
After the Peninsula Campaign, General Robert E. Lee reorganized his cavalry forces as a division under the
command of J.E.B. Stuart, who selected Hampton as his senior
subordinate, to command one of two cavalry brigades. Hampton's
brigade was left in Richmond to keep eyes on McClellan's
withdrawal from the Peninsula, while the rest of the army
participated in the Northern Virginia Campaign. Thus, Hampton and
his men missed the Second Battle of Manassas, re-joining the army
shortly thereafter; but were present on the extreme left of the
Confederate line at Sharpsburg. His brigade was selected to
participate in Stuart's Chambersburg Raid in October 1862, in which
Hampton was briefly appointed "military governor" of the town
following its surrender to the Confederate cavalry. During the winter
of 1862, Hampton led a series of cavalry raids behind enemy lines
and captured numerous prisoners and supplies without suffering any
casualties, earning a commendation from General Lee. In November
1862, he captured 137 men of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry at
Hartwood Presbyterian Church.
Hampton was not present at Fredericksburg, or Chancellorsville due to being detached for raids elsewhere.
At the Battle of Brandy Station, the war's largest predominantly cavalry battle, Hampton was slightly
wounded and his younger brother Frank, was killed. Immediately thereafter, Hampton's brigade participated
in Stuart's raid in Pennsylvania, swinging around the Union army and losing contact with Lee. Stuart and
Hampton reached the vicinity of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, late on July 2, 1863. While just outside town,
Hampton was confronted by a Union cavalryman pointing a rifle at him from 200 yards. Hampton charged
the trooper before he could fire his rifle, but another trooper blindsided Hampton with a saber cut to the
back of his head. On July 3, Hampton led the cavalry attack to the east of Gettysburg, attempting to disrupt
the Union rear areas, but colliding with Union cavalry. He received two more saber cuts to the front of his
head, but continued fighting until he was wounded again with a piece of shrapnel to the hip. He was carried
back to Virginia in the same ambulance as General John Bell Hood. On August 3, 1863, Hampton was
promoted to major general and received command of a cavalry division. As his wounds from Gettysburg
were slow to heal, he could not return to duty until November.
During the Overland Campaign of 1864, Hampton's cavalry fought at Todd’s Tavern during The
Wilderness, and patrolled the left flank of the Confederate position at Spotsylvania Court House, during
which time J.E.B. Stuart was killed at the Yellow Tavern. Hampton escorted Lee's withdrawal to Richmond,
fighting at North Anna and Haw’s Shop before being detached from Lee's army to deal with Maj.
Gen. Philip Sheridan’s cavalry destroying railroad in central Virginia.
- Continued on the next page -
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY HISTORICAL PROGRAM
GENERAL WADE HAMPTON
He distinguished himself further with a successful strategic victory at the bloody Battle of Trevilian Station,
the war's largest all cavalry battle. After his return to Richmond, he fought at Nance’s Shop, and was given
command of the Cavalry Corps on August 11, 1864. For the rest of the war, Hampton lost no cavalry battles.
In September, Hampton conducted what became known as the "Beefsteak Raid", where his troopers captured
over 2400 head of cattle and more than 300 prisoners behind enemy lines.

In October 1864, near Petersburg, Virginia, Hampton sent his son, T. Preston Hampton, a lieutenant serving
as one of his aides, to deliver a message. Shortly afterward, Hampton and his other son, Wade IV, rode in the
same direction. Before traveling 200 yards, they came across Preston lying on the ground; he was fatally
wounded and soon died. As young Wade dismounted, he was also shot but survived.
While Lee's army was bottled up in the Siege of Petersburg, in January 1865, Hampton returned to South
Carolina to recruit soldiers. He was promoted to lieutenant general on February 14, 1865, but eventually
surrendered to the Union along with General Joseph E. Johnston's Army of Tennessee at Bennett
Place in Durham, North Carolina. Hampton was reluctant to surrender, and nearly got into a personal fight
with Union Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick (often called "Kill-Cavalry") at the Bennett Farm.
AFTER THE WAR
Together with Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Early, Hampton became a proponent of the Lost Cause movement. He
worked to explain the Confederacy's loss of the war and deeply regretted the loss of the secure life he had
before the war.
Hampton
was
offered
the
nomination
for governor in 1865, but refused because he
believed Northerners would be suspicious of a
former Confederate general seeking political
office only months after the end of the Civil War.
Hampton campaigned to ask supporters not to vote
for him in the gubernatorial election. In 1868, he
became the chairman of the state Democratic
Party central committee. That year, the Radical
Republicans took the election.
Both parties claimed victory after the 1876 South
Carolina gubernatorial election. For more than six
months, there were two legislatures in the state,
both claiming to be authentic. Eventually,
the South Carolina Supreme Court ruled that
Hampton was the winner of the election, the first
Democratic governor in South Carolina since the
end of the Civil War.

- Continued on the next page -
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
MAY HISTORICAL PROGRAM
GENERAL WADE HAMPTON
The national election of Rutherford B. Hayes as President was settled by a compromise among Democrats,
by which the national party agreed to end formally the Reconstruction era. In 1877 Hayes ordered the
withdrawal of federal troops from the South, essentially leaving freedmen to deal with whites on their own.
After the election, Hampton became known as the "Savior of South Carolina"; he was one of those
Democrats elected who were called "Redeemers." He was re-elected in 1878; the Red Shirts gave support but
less violence was required. Two days later, he was thrown from a mule while deer hunting and broke his
right leg. Several weeks later, his right leg was amputated due to complications arising from this injury.
Despite refusing to announce his candidacy for the Senate, Hampton was elected to the United States
Senate by the General Assembly on the same day his leg was amputated. He resigned from the governorship
to serve two terms in the Senate, until 1891. He was a Bourbon Democrat who appealed to some freedmen in
support of his win. John L. M. Irby won the seat in the state elections of 1890.
LATER YEARS
From 1893 to 1897, Hampton served as United States Railroad Commissioner, appointed by President
Grover Cleveland. In 1899, his home in Columbia, was destroyed by fire. An elderly man, he then had
limited funds and few means to find a new home. Over his strong protests, a group of friends raised enough
funds to build him one.
He was a hereditary member of the South Carolina Society of the Cincinnati.
Statues of him were erected in the South Carolina State House building and in the United States Capitol.
An equestrian statue by Frederick W. Ruckstull was erected on the grounds of the S.C. state capitol
in Columbia, in 1906. In the wake of the June 17, 2015, massacre at the Charleston Emanuel Aftican
Methodist Episcopal Church by white supremacist Dylann Roof, there was a push to remove Confederate
symbols in the United States Capitol, including the Hampton statue. Congressional representatives voted to
retain the statues. To honor Hampton for his leadership in the Civil War and the "redemption" of the state
from Reconstruction-era reforms, the General Assembly created Hampton County from Beaufort County in
1878. The town of Hampton Courthouse, later shortened to Hampton, was incorporated on December 23,
1879, to serve as the county seat of Hampton County.
An artillery battery was named after Wade Hampton at Fort Crockett, built on Galveston Island, Texas. The
Wade Hampton Battery was one of four coastal artillery batteries and contained two 10-inch guns. During
World War II, the SS Wade Hampton, a Liberty ship named in honor of the general, was sunk off the coast
of Greenland by a German U-boat.
In Greenville County, South Carolina, the section of U.S. Route 29 that connects the city of Greenville to
Spartanburg is called Wade Hampton Boulevard. There is also a fire district (Wade Hampton Fire
Department) named in his honor placed on the east side of Greenville, adjoining the Greenville city limits,
which include Wade Hampton High School.
The Sons of Confederate Veterans awarded Hampton with its Confederate Medal of Honor, created in 1977.
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A GREAT WAY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR ANCESTOR’S
SERVICE AND HONOR IS NOT FORGOTTEN
Many Americans have forgotten that freedom isn’t free at all. There have been hundreds of thousands
of Americans who have willingly given their life for their country so that we could continue to have the
rights of free men. But there is a group of people in our country who have decided that they have the
right to take away the rights of others, especially if those others do not agree with their agenda. These
people have no respect for the true history of anything that goes against what they want. Although
they cannot change true history, they are changing the history books and in so doing are changing what
people are taught about the history of our country. These people don’t care if they are dishonoring
our Confederate ancestors. They care nothing about our ancestor’s service. Do you care about
preserving your ancestor’s service? If so, you can do so by having his service noted in the Confederate
Veteran’s Memorial Plaza with a paver that will include his name and service information on it for only
$50. It will last for years and years to come and will let countless people see his name and
information. It is a wonderful way to give him the recognition that he deserves.
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ROBERT E. LEE CALENDAR
MAY 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 undated—[children]
should also be taught to
know that after having
been reared &
educated by their
parents, they should
not expect them to
further provide for
them.

2 May 2, 1865—
To Markie: I
trust in time to
be able to
procure a
humble home
somewhere.

3 undated—If habits 4 May 4, 1851—Be
of self control & self
denial have been
acquired during
education the great
object has been
accomplished.

Saturday
strictly honorable in
every act, & be not
ashamed to do right.
Acknowledge right
to be your aim &
strive to reach it.

5 undated—

6 undated—

7 undated— In

8 undated to Custis

9 undated— The

10 May 10, 1863— 11 Undated—to

to Custis
Hold yourself above
every mean action

Diligence & integrity
in any useful pursuit
of life will be sure to
secure prosperity.

answer to the
prayers of God’s
people. I trust He
will soon give us
peace. I haven’t
seen my wife for
nearly a year—my
home in nearly two
years.

Daily exercise of all
your energies,
acquiring knowledge,
& knowing to do your
duty, will bring you a
delight surpassing all
that idleness &
selfishness can give.

choice of a
profession is not of
so much
consequence as the
manner in which it is
pursued.

To Gen Jackson:
Tell him to make
haste & get well &
come back to me as
soon as he can. He
has lost his left arm,
but I have lost my
right arm.

12 undated to wife

13 undated to Mrs. 14 undated—

15 May 15, 1864 to

Fitzhugh

16 May 16, 1864 to 17 May 17,
Gen. Hill: These
1867—The
men are not an
greater
army… I have to
difficulties in our
make the best of
lives the harder
what I have.
must we strive
for success.

18 May 18, 1857—

Study human nature,
more by experience
than by precept, learn
to guard himself & his
actions & not to be
deceived by the low,
the cunning, & the
envious.

19 undated to
Custis The
necessity I daily
have for money
has I fear made
me
parsimonious.

20 May 20, 1863 to 21 May 21, 1863 to 22 undated— I

23 May 23, 1863 to 24 undated to
wife: I hope the
wife: Kiss my
doctor’s
daughters for
prescriptions under
me, & you must
the blessing of
Heaven relieve your all remember me
painful affliction for in your prayers

25 May 25,
1863 to Agnes:
Good-bye my
precious child.
Kiss your
mother for me &
take good care
of her.

In truth the
wilderness of Texas
is more agreeable to
me than its cities.

Jeff Davis: I wish to
take advantage of
every circumstance
to inspire &
encourage, & induce
the officers & men
to believe that their
labours are
appreciated.

26 May 26, 1863 to 27 undated—To
Robert: I wish I
could be of some
advantage to you,
but I can only give
you my love &
prayers, & commit
you to God who
never forgets those
who serve Him.

Custis: so long as I
meet with such
return from my
children, & see them
strive to respond to
my wishes I can
meet with calmness
all else the world
may have for me.

General Hill: When a
We must never
man makes a mistake, I
relax in our efforts
call him to my tent,
to save our people
talk to him, & use the
or save our Country. authority of my
position to make him
do the right thing the
next time.

Gen. Hood: There
never were such
men in any army
before. They will go
anywhere and do
anything.

28 May 28, 1870
I am unwilling that
my family should
become a tax to the
College, all its funds
should be devoted to
the purposes of
education.

know the difficulty
of farmers. Their
success & in a
measure their
pleasure, depend
upon their daily
attention to their
affairs.

29 May 29, 1866
Above all things,
learn at once to
worship your
Creator & to do His
will as revealed in
His Holy Book.

I can do nothing but
offer my feeble
prayers to God for
your relief.

30 May 30, 1858 to 31 May 31, 1863
Rooney: I hope you to wife: I pray
will always be
that our merciful
distinguished for
Father in Heaven
your avoidance of
the “universal balm”, may protect and
whiskey & every
direct us! In that
immorality.
case, I fear no
odds & no
numbers.

son No one will
attend to your
business as well as
you will yourself.

to wife: If they
[daughters] can lead
the life of pure &
earnest Christians
they will realize the
only true happiness
in this world.
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
TEXAS CIVIL WAR HISTORY IN MAY
From the Texas State Historical Association

May 6th, 1864: On this day in one of the most moving incidents of the Civil War, Confederate General
Robert E. Lee ordered the celebrated Hood’s Texas Brigade to the front, and they in turn ordered him
to the rear. During a critical moment of the fierce Battle of the Wilderness, as the Southern battle line
was crumbling, Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, was heartened to see the Texas
Brigade, under the command of John Gregg, arrive on the field as reinforcements. With a cry of
“Hurrah for Texas!” Lee ordered them forward against the Union Army and, carried away by his
enthusiasm, began to lead them into the charge. The Texans unwilling to risk their idol in battle,
stopped and gathered around him, yelling “Lee to the rear!” and held onto his horse until he withdrew.
The Texas Brigade suffered severe losses, but the Union army was once more fought to a standstill.
May 9th, 1865: On this day near Abbeville, Georgia, Jefferson Davis, former Texas governor Francis R.
Lubbock, and Confederate postmaster and temporary treasurer John H. Reagan were captured by
Union forces. Davis had been forced to flee Richmond with his cabinet on April 2, and the Confederate
government had eluded Union patrols in both North and South Carolina. After his capture, Texan John
Reagan was imprisoned until December.
May 13, 1865: On this day, more than a month after the surrender of General Robert E. Lee, the last
land action of the Civil War took place at Palmito Ranch near Brownsville. The battle lasted four hours.
Confederate casualties were a few dozen wounded. The federals lost 111 men and four officers,
captured, and thirty men wounded or killed. Ironically, at the same time, the Confederate governors of
Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas were authorizing Confederate commander Kirby Smith to
disband his armies and end the war.
May 17th, 1865: On this day, the last 1,200 Federal prisoners left Camp Ford, a Confederate prison
camp located four miles northeast of Tyler, Texas. The Camp, named in honor of Col. John S. (Rip)
Ford, originally opened in 1862 as a facility for training Confederate conscripts, but the TransMississippi Department ordered the establishment of a prison camp there in July 1863; the notorious
John Pelham Border became commandant in May 1864. About 6,000 prisoners were confined at Camp
Ford over the two years of its existence, making it the largest Confederate prison camp west of the
Mississippi River. Of this number 286 died there. The remains of the prison compound were destroyed
in July 1865 by a detail of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
May 25, 1896: On this day, the Texas Division of the United Daughters of the Confederacy met for the
first time in Victoria. The United Daughters of the Confederacy was established in 1894 by the merger
of state groups in Georgia, Missouri, and Tennessee. The Texas Division was organized by Kate Cabell
Muse, who had earlier organized a local chapter in her hometown, Dallas. The Texas Division has been
active in marking historic locations and holds annual memorial observances to remember not only
Confederate Veterans, but veterans of all wars. The division formerly sponsored the Texas Confederate
Home and the Confederate Woman’s Home and each year awards thousands of dollars in scholarships to
descendants of Confederate veterans. It also maintains the Texas Confederate Museum.
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CONFEDERATE VETERANS MEMORIAL PLAZA INFORMATION

The Confederate Veterans Memorial Plaza had the official opening and dedication on April 13,2013. It is a beautiful
Memorial to the Confederate Veterans. Although it is open for visitors, there is still room along the sidewalks for
you to purchase a brick paver in the name of your confederate ancestor. This will ensure that your ancestor’s
service to the confederacy will not be forgotten, but will be remembered for years to come. If you would like to
make a donation for a paver, please contact Dan Dyer at E-mail: danieldyer497@yahoo.com or Phone: (903) 391-2224

Would you like to honor you ancestor? There is still room in the plaza for you to
have a paver with your ancestor’s name and military information. You can also
acquire a paver in the name of your SCV Camp.
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JOHN H. REAGAN CAMP
#2156
c/o Dan Dyer, Adjutant/Treasurer
Palestine, Texas 75802
E-mail: danieldyer497@yahoo.com
Phone: (903) 391-2224
Richard Thornton
Palestine, Texas
E-mail: tx_tsar@hotmail.com
Phone: 903-729-3864

Dwight Franklin, Chaplain/Newsletter
Editor: dwightfranklin1@yahoo.com

Please visit our website @
www.reaganscvcamp.org

The citizen-soldiers who fought for the Confederacy personified the
best qualities of America. The preservation of liberty and freedom was
the motivating factor in the South's decision to fight the Second American
Revolution. The tenacity with which Confederate soldiers fought
underscored their belief in the rights guaranteed by the Constitution.
These attributes are the underpinning of our democratic society and
represent the foundation on which this nation was built.
Today, the Sons of Confederate Veterans is preserving the history
and legacy of these heroes, so future generations can understand the
motives that animated the Southern Cause.
The SCV is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans, and the
oldest hereditary organization for male descendants of Confederate
soldiers. Organized at Richmond, Virginia in 1896, the SCV continues
to serve as a historical, patriotic, and non-political organization
dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the 1861-1865 period is
preserved.
Membership in the Sons of Confederate Veterans is open to all
male descendants of any veteran who served honorably in the
Confederate armed forces. Membership can be obtained through either
lineal or collateral family lines and kinship to a veteran must be
documented genealogically. The minimum age for full
membership is 12, but there is no minimum for Cadet membership.
Friends of the SCV memberships are available as well to those who
are committed to upholding our charge, but do not have the
Confederate ancestry.

THE CHARGE TO THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS
"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will
commit the vindication of the cause for which we
fought. To your strength will be given the defense
of the Confederate soldier's good name, the
guardianship of his history, the emulation of his
virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which
he loved and which you love also, and those ideals
which made him glorious and which you also
cherish."
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander-in-Chief
United Confederate Veterans
New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906.

Camp meetings: 3rd Tuesday Each
Month - 06:30 PM
Snacks served at each meeting.
Commercial Bank of Texas on the
corner of N. Mallard & E. Lacy Street
The Bank is located just south of the
Anderson County Courthouse
Annex.

